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ABSTRACT

Underground mining management (UMM) in Thailand is controlled by
Minerals Act Buddhist Era (B.E.) 2510 (1967 A.D.), the fifth and most recent edition of
which was updated in 2002 to conform to new, deeper level mining technologies,
control minerals over a wider area, and facilitate investment and development of
underground mineral sources. Governmental UMM creates problem between the
government and entrepreneurs, citizens, and communities, as well as the
environment. The Minerals Act and related laws do not effectively control UMM.
Guidelines to preserve natural resources are not followed. UMM in Thailand is
centralized. Community and stakeholder participation is one mechanism for engaging
natural resources management to better preserve nature and align with the
sustainability principle. The Minerals Act mentions community participation without

going into detail. Additional legal measures may improve matters.

For this reason, the author has provided additional legal measures to

be benefit to this country as follow.



(@)

Frist, UMM in Thailand should provide the principle and rationale
considering sustainability and preservation by focusing on community participation.

Second, providing plans for managing national mineral resources,
providing strategic environment assessment (SEA).

Third, Setting up Community Council in order to obviously community
participation.

Fourth, improving standards for environmental impact assessment
(EIA) by 3 options following, option 1, the Commission approved mineral specialists
prepare a report on the environmental impact assessment, option 2 requires a
professional organization to oversee the preparation of environmental impact
assessment report, option 3 requires that the office is independent. Control report
analyzes the environmental impact of the whole system.

Fifth, The Minerals Act should create committees for mineral policy,
minerals, and provincial minerals.

Sixth, community representatives and stakeholders should have
authority to consider, screen and approve UMM operations.

Seventh, Communities and landowners should approve, monitor, and
investigate the whole process of UMM, from operation plans and processes through
mining community restoration.

Eighth, Mineral royalties should be sufficient to support community
economics, promote environmental quality, and create frameworks for restoring
mining communities and surrounding areas to previous conditions.

Finally,To set the Insureance Fund to remedy for victims as
preliminary step and then eliminate the severe pollution along with maintenance

and restoration of mine after it has close.

Keywords: Community Participation for Underground Mining Management

,Community Rights, Underground Mining
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