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Major Field/Faculty/University Anthropology
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Abstract

This thesis studies how childhood was defined by different agencies working
to promote literacy among the children of Burmese migrant workers in Samut
Sakhon. It also pays attention to the way in which students and their parents
participated in this process. It is inspired by Reed-Danahay's study of how the French
parents and their young "making-do" (debrouiller) in the French formal education
system, that is how they cunningly subverted the national ideology while reinstating
their local values and practice. In Samut Sakhon, three types of agencies were
involved in educating young children of the Burmese migrants: public schools,
learning centers organized by the NGOs, and Mon-Burmese ex-workers. The first two
agencies were supported mainly by the Thai education ministry and the ILO while
the third the Burmese community in Samut Sakhon. Despite the differences, both
were to promote human rights and cultivate their future citizen. This, however, was

subverted somehow by the family who considered childhood differently.
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