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ABSTRACT

The thesis proposes a biocultural interpretation of the history of children
and childhood during the early Bangkok period to the Chakri Reformation. An analytic
framework draws on 3 interweaving meanings of a term “dek” [children/childhood]:
physical, philosophical, and social-relational. It argues for significant roles of children
and childhood in Thai history and historical studies beyond the regulation of the
state and nationalism. Chapter 2 discusses debates, challenges, and gaps in historical
studies of children and childhood among international and Thai literatures. Chapter 3
investigates lives of children and a particular notion of “dek” expressed through a
shared network of language, beliefs and rituals, as well as life-worlds of people in
agrarian communities with intermingled religious traditions of pre-nation state
Thailand. Chapter 4 studies how “dek,” particularly in a philosophical and social-
relational meaning, played roles during the early years of the reign of King
Chulalongkorn, the youngest king who had carried through his throne alive since
Ayutthaya kingdom and who, side by side with his younger brothers, had strugsled to

contest and maintain their relationship with older, conservative, and powerful



(4)

noblemen. Chapter 5 argues that the new forms of age categorization emerged
during the Chakri reformation provided a basis for recent phenomena of educating
children hinged on their nature, making children incomprehensible for their parents

and islanding of children from adults’ spaces and settings.

Keywords: children, childhood, history of children and childhood, Thai history,

bioculture
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Controversy (Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press, 2009).

‘ Roger Cox, Shaping Childhood: Themes of Uncertainty in the History of
Adult-child Relationships (London: Routledge, 1996).

° Marthe Gutman and Nina De Coninck-Smith, eds., Designing Modern
Childhoods (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 2008).

° Hugh Cunningham, The Invention of Childhood (London: BBC Books,
2006).
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at least in part. [...] At the same time, however, there are real, sometimes truly



WouleIANUARIEATILALANUANIZLNZ9V0 UL R an R0 1l uN15AY Ind Usens

NEMTUNSANEUTE R ansIanLazIeLin

TuraueAUSUNMaQiAmEns n1siiles ANUBLALAEYT ATYENY 187 aaull
A1Ue819891UNITAINUANTINIVDY “TausITUTRMANLALTEAN”  uSednTunilsAaniiuy

AMUVINERAZANYZYRATETIBANNEUITUSTEAuN s v lnanile) Tdewinuway

Jauin osdmuiiieadesiulansssurdlulagiuuandiiuuientuin Tausssuves

Y

< o @ a £

winuazdinazinadulilanieasazlisniululudnvas niduedilias mnuywddle
Faunnsaull “Jedin” Aenuiuninddidiaviedu Jewnlugiue “s35umh” Yoyl
< a ado d‘ a o = a =
Junandnndanuianvedinuinisrein1sanduiiuasivl n1sdsunassukuuns
Uslnawazgukuunisiduaginnatgndsy sudiluginuinisvesanesidudounasd
AngaInuINTu aufpsendeniszeziaiwasnasulunsesadula lihunuinTuniuly
v 10 = 9 < v & | Aa Ao Yy & oa | = v
My vsligdiy Wnnkayeianlugiuedediinndinsiesiieiannuyisinieanygau
seninssereglisneuazansaimwegunuinaeulouleiugunualilddmsungy
deruvesuywd (edntesluneunidndounuiseduiled) saunedinaradunanduay

1 ¥ a a gj ¥ & a Y o ¥ = 1
ﬂ’]’mLIJTJIUI@V]’NGU’J’WI87%ﬁ%ﬁ§7ﬂ1ﬂﬂ?iﬁi’]ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ LﬁEJUEV]’]ﬂ’J’]%JLGU'ﬂ"D LaZeaUNBNYARLAT

fundamental variations and changes, which is where the serious historical work
comes in.” Peter N. Stearns, Childhood in World History, 3-4.

Barry Bogin, “Evolutionary Hypotheses for Human Childhood,”
Yearbook of Physical Anthropology 40 (1997): 63-80; Christopher W. Kuzawa et al,,
“Metabolic Costs and Evolutionary Implications of Human Brain Development,”
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America
111, 36 (2013): 13010-13015; Erin Spain, “A Long Childhood Feeds the Hungry Human
Brain,” Northwestern University, http://www.northwestern.edu/newscenter/stories/
2014/08/a-long-childhood-feeds-the-hungry-human-brain.html (accessed January 18,
2015); Chip Walter, “Why Are We the Last Apes Standing?,” Slate
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= Ibid, 106-133, 203-206, 241-268, 329-336, 365-404.

- Anthony Burton, “Looking forward from Aries? Pictorial and Material
Evidence for the History of Childhood and Family Life,” Continuity and Change 4
(1989): 203-229, quoted in Colin Heywood, A History of Childhood: Children and
Childhood in the West from Medieval to Modern Times (Cambridge: Polity, 2001),
12-13.

z Heywood, A History of Childhood: Children and Childhood in the West
from Medieval to Modern Times, 6-7, 14-15, 19-20; Colin Heywood, Childhood in
Nineteenth-century France: Work, Health and Education (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2002), 218-219.

* Shulamith Shahar, Childhood in the Middle Ages (London: Routledge,
1990), 3.

? Lawrence Stone, The Past and the Present (Boston: Routledge & K.

Paul, 1981), 221-226.
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“Cultural evolution, a nonbiological mode of adaptation, acts in parallel
with biological evolution as the means of transmitting knowledge of the
past and adaptive behavior across generations. All  human
accomplishments, from antiquity to modern times, are products of a
shared memory accumulated over centuries, whether through written

records or through a carefully protected oral tradition.” Eric R. Kandel'
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