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ABSTRACT

Songkhla province is one of the major economic cities in southern
Thailand. As it is also a seaport city, population in Songkhla province has surged
greatly as the city developed. Despite plans of Songkhla city municipal to encourage
local cultures and other kinds of activity, physical areas in Songkhla province in
supporting the implementation of such plans are not quite suitable to patterns and
sizes of various cultural and other recreational activities. This study is the design of
public space and cultural center building located within Songkhla province due to
their insufficiencies in supporting the rising population in Songkhla. The objectives of
this study are (1) to study pattern and points in time when cultural and recreational
activities take place in Songkhla; (2) to analyze the selection of suitable location for
such cultural and recreational activities for the population in Songkhla; and (3) to
design Songkhla province’s public space and cultural center building. Research
methodology is divided into 3 steps: (1) collecting data and reviewing literatures
through existing researches and case studies regarding design criteria for public space
and cultural center building; (2) analyzing the selection of suitable location; and (3)
designing public space and cultural center building based on the derived criteria and

the suitability to local context. The result of this study found 3 factors in designing



(@)

public space and cultural center building: (1) an integration of activities in a suitable
location; (2) location for preserving and supporting cultural and recreational activities;
and (3) servicing area which is connected to the main area through plaza for the
users’ convenience, and the convenience in conducting activities. Moreover, the
design of building plan and activities must not disturb the existing local context and
local activities, but such plan and activities should support the continuation of such
existing activities even further. Also, this design can be used as a parameter to
develop public space in Muang Songkhla district in order to support the cultural and

other kinds of activities while still preserving the local cultures’ settings.

Keywords: public space, cultural center, plaza, cultural landscape, songkhla province
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