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ABSTRACT

Community hospitals are hospitals that provide healthcare service to
citizens in the rural area. Thailand currently has 878 districts, but only 800
community hospitals throughout Thailand which is not enough to provide sufficient
service to citizens. To solve this problem, more community hospitals or district
hospitals needs to be built in the rural areas where the population is rising rapidly.
The cost of building one bed unit in a hospital is 4.2 million baht. The minimum
number of bed units in a community hospital is 10 beds. Consequently, the
minimum cost of building a hospital is around 42 million baht, which is a high
investment. Therefore, it is necessary to study the model of architectural design for
low cost hospitals that can provide service in rural areas. This research has the
objectives to 1) study the problem of hospitals in rural areas and the origin of this
problem, 2) study the appropriate area usage, 3) study the zoning or relation
between usage areas, and 4) propose a design guideline for hospitals in the rural area
and present the project feasibility. This design project was completed in Lamlukga
district of Patumtani province. The data was collected by literature review and site
survey of case studies. This project is focused on the hospitals surrounding major
provinces, which have an increasing population and was constructed according to the
design criterion of the Ministry of Public Health. The initial results of this study found

that the present usage area of community hospitals is too large, causing the hospitals



(5)

to have high yearly maintenance fees. The solution to this problem is to reduce the
usage area to the suitable size. As for the healthcare system, the hospital should use
flexible tools for treatment and manage the patients by classification of patients

according to the treatment they should receive from the hospitals.

Keywords: Community Hospital, a Low Cost Hospital
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