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ABSTRACT

This research titled “Factors that Influence Knowledge, Attitude and
Practice of Audiences towards Violence in the Media, studies through the film Funny
Games U.S (2007).” The purposes of this research are to 1) Study the knowledge,
attitude and practice of audiences towards the violence in the film Funny Games.
2) Study the factors that affect knowledge, attitude and practice of audiences
towards violence in the film Funny Games. This research involves qualitative
research, collecting data from 8 respondents between the age of 20 to 32 years old
who are movie-lovers. The tools used in the research is an in-depth interview and
participant observation on the concept and theory of The KAP (Knowledge, Attitude,
Practice) and Johan Galtung’s theory of violence to reflects what is behind the
thought on the violence of audiences towards the film Funny Games.

The research result shows that there are a total of 6 issues that involves
audience’s knowledge, attitude and practice towards the violence in the selected
film, which is 1) Weapon usage, which is perceived as a direct violence, supported by
the knowledge of the sound of gunshots and the structure of film’s story-telling,

implying to the attitude about abusing, either cause injuries or death. 2) The act of
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violence, there are shown attitude about the victim’s reaction towards the act of
violence which is separated into 2 methods, refuting the violence and avoiding the
violence. 3) The animal brutality counts as a direct violence to other living things that
has poorer physical characteristics and intelligence, compared to human. Moreover,
the animal brutalized is the house pet that lives and bonds closely to the human.
Thus, there are noticeable practices that reflect the condolence towards this direct
violence. 4) The violence between adult and the juvenile, audiences have
knowledge towards the situation, not perceiving violence because the act of violence
from adult to juvenile is for the sake of discipline. 5) The violence between the
message sender and receiver is caused by the audiences’ knowledge of restraining
the violent visual. The audiences interpret the message as sarcasm towards the
censorship system. 6) The ability to act violently; audiences have knowledge of
violence in various situations, hoping that the antagonist will be punished violently
while looking forward to seeing the protagonists’ counter-attacks. Thus, the violence
caused by innocent people is acceptable by the attitude about the right to life.
Moreover, the researcher has also been able to identify 3 factors that
affect knowledge, attitude and practice of audiences towards the visual of violence
in the selected film, which is : 1) Cultural Factor; in terms of moral value which is the
cultural factor that society uses as a tool to handle immorality. Thus, the cultural
violence supports the innocent people to practice violence to the criminal in the
film for the sake of the balance in the morality laws; in terms of social value, from
the past until now, human always has strong relationship with animals, but when the
social value of pet has changed, the law about protecting animals’ rights has come in
action. Thus, violent actions towards pets became something against the society’s
belief and is not acceptable by pet lovers since human has a strong bond with pets
and consider them as equal living things. Concerning experience, as each person has
different kinds of experience, different means of media perception, thus, they are
entitled to interpret differently. People tend to interpret messages of violence in
accordance to their own experiences. 2) Social Factors : Seniority is usually valued in
family institution. It is important to pay respect to the elders. This value grants the

right for severe punishment to those neglecting to pay respect to elders. These
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punishments are justified as the means of teaching. Consequently, children accept
this structural violence as good wills from the elders. Moreover, the family institution
teaches children that sex is an important factor in choosing the way to handle
violence. Mass Communication institutions are also responsible for presenting
violence to the audience. The repetition of violence presented over and over make
the audience become accustomed to them. The audiences are so used to these acts
of violence that they become something normal. As embedded belief to the people,
Government office has also given much significance to children and juveniles.
Children are regarded as innocent, thus, the pictures of children experiencing acts of
violence truly affected the perception and attitude of the people ; as children are
generally regarded as separated from all kinds of violence. 3) Cinematographic
Factors : Producer is regarded as one factor in setting up ideas of producing violence
content. This influence audience to imagining and leave them in an inaccessible
situation. Patterns of storytelling also lead the audience to perceive the positions of
the innocent people and the accused. When taking sides happen, violence is set to
the other side without the guilty feeling of the audience. The director’s way of telling
the story is, on the other hand, not in an ordinary pattern. Presenting the conflict
between moral and distorted violence make the audience have negative knowledge,
attitude and behavior against the movie. The last factor is the picture censoring
techniques. This technique is to move the audience visually from the violent scenes
but the audio remains. This reflects the concept that violence perception is not
limited only visually but also through audio perception. Finally, it could be stated
that the factor of the cinematographic technique is a sarcasm to cultural violence in
the media that the audiences are used to. Horror is present not in the revelation but

in the concealment which leads to violence in thought.
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2.2 NpefingiuaNNFuRusTEndnendu] iAuaf uasnganssa (KAP)
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ASNANAUAR
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