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ABSTRACT

The study of “the Readiness of Transition of Community Radio System to
Digital in Ubonratchathani Province” aims at studying analog system of community
radio, comprising its contents and availability and readiness of resources to the
transition to digital system, including local people’s needs in contents of community
radio in Ubonratchathani Province.

Qualitative research is the approach for this study. That is, in-depth
interview is the main means of data collection. Analyses consist of concepts of
community radio’s status, conditions, and limitations, concepts of organizational
management, concepts of administration for community radio, and concepts of
content production.

It was found that community radio in Ubonratchathani Province presents
its contents through analog system. The contents are mainly about local news and
information so that the listeners, in other words, the locals, will be informed.
Anecdotes and pieces of knowledge are also informed, such as news about
agriculture, education, and Dhamma principles. Althouth the digital system is going to

replace the analog one, the main types of contents will be nearly the same.



(@)

However, there might be news about entertainment, so as to make the contents
more interesting and helpful.

In terms of availability of resources, the director and the board of
community radio are not much informed about the coming change and transition by
the Office of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications and Commission
and other related sectors, along with the lack of experts and budget for internal
management. This leads to the lack of necessary devices or gadgets. Hence, this can
bring about the conclusion that all stations of community radio in Ubonratchathani

Province are not ready for the transition from analog system to digital one.

Keywords: community radio, digital radio system, adaptation for content preparation,

needs in available contents, availability of resources
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