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Thesis Title THE INFLUENCE OF REGIONAL CENTER
ON RIBBON DEVELOPMENT:
CASE STUDY CENTRAL PLAZA KHON KAEN

Author Mr. Panupong Kattiyothaiwong
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ABSTRACT

Regional economic growth and transportation, educational, and industrial
development have changed northeastern Thailand’s image from agricultural to
commercial. Retail growth has affected local lifestyle and regional economic support
as well as real estate and commerce. Developers decentralizing projects to populated
northeastern Thai cities look to Khon Kaen, a potential hub for trade, medicine,
education, and logistics. Ribbon development occurred after Central Plaza Khon Kaen
(Regional Center) opened.

Data was collected from real estate and commercial projects 3 highways,
regional (Mittraphap) and provincial (Maliwan) highways, as well as a city road (Srichan).
Surveys and in-depth interviews were conducted with 41 authorized entrepreneurs or
agents. Analysis by the constant comparative method validated the relationship between
the regional center and projects. Land prices, city plans, and aerial photographs were
examined.

Results were assured from entrepreneurs that eight projects were influenced
by the regional center. It was a criterion considered by major entrepreneurs before
expanding projects to the provinces, as an indicator of local economics and urban

lifestyle. Local entrepreneurs saw it as a focus for urban activities. They developed
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projects next to regional center to validate the location and promote organizational
imagery. The regional center publicized projects within 500 m. of its location. Projects
within 5 km. of regional center used its presence as a selling point. Architectural design
did not affected by the regional center because each project had its own target
customers, concepts, and usability. Design served core businesses irrelevant to regional
center.

These findings may be useful to entrepreneurs or landlords in the Khon

Kaen metropolitan area to accompany project and urban development.

Keywords: Influence of Regional Center, Ribbon Development, Constant Comparative

Method
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2.2.6.5 nquiuAlan 9 (Isolated store cluster)
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2) Buadigsludlos (City or Town Locations)
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