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Thesis Title "HARLOTS" IN THAI HISTORY: A CONSTRUCTION
OF FEMININITY BY THE SIAMESE ELITE, EARLY
BANGKOK PERIOD - 1934

Author Mrs. Worathipa Satayanusakkul

Degree Master of Arts

Department/Faculty/University Program in History
Faculty of Liberal Arts

Thammasat University

Thesis Advisor Dr. Preedee Hongsaton
Academic Year 2016
ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to examine the process of construction and presentation
of “Harlots” in Thai history by exploring the stories and images of women who were
labelled as “bad” in historical sources. It shows that the social and cultural contexts
in each historical period played a role in shaping and directing good and bad
behaviors for women through the dissemination of social knowledge, consciousness,
value and tradition. The thesis argues that the image of “Harlots”in Thai history from
the early Bangkok period to 1934 were imposed by men’s standards and values. In
the early Bangkok period, “Harlots” were presented as immoral women. In the next
period, the reign of King Rama V- 1934, “Harlots” were presented as the women
who acted against the old traditional ways and the women who denied men's
authority. Furthermore, historical writings by men also reflected some expected
values, and these expectations were shown in the form of the construction of

“unacceptable” female behaviors that decent women should not follow.

Keywords: Harlot, Construction of Femininity, Siamese Elite
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