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ABSTRACT

This thesis dedicates to analyzing faith-based organizations that reflect
adaptation of religions in modernity. It mainly focuses on the remarkable adjustment
of the Roman Catholic Church in global development context where religions had
been reduced its public roles and restricted in private sphere. These situations caused
the church’s transformation through The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965 C.E.) that
increased independence and localization in mission and development work.
Furthermore, the Catholic Church intensely encourages development roles and and
does not anticipate conversion as before Vatican Council. The author has chosen the
mission and development work of the Catholic Church among ethnic groups in
Northern Thailand as the case study because their continued activity since 1950 C.E.
can manifest adaptation of the Catholic Church in Thailand specifically the
establishment of the Catholic Commission for Ethnic Groups aiming to solve the right
and citizenship problems of the ethnic groups. This research not only exposes the
adjustment of the Thai church engaged the policy of the Second Vatican Council and
evaluation of Thai society context but also helps to understand attributes of Catholic

non-governmental organizations further.
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