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Abstract

Sexual risk behaviors are common among street children and this can result
in a variety of sexual and reproductive health (SRH) problems. This descriptive study
aimed to identify the level of SRH behaviors among street adolescents and to
describe how they managed when having these problems. The sample consisted of
153 street adolescents, aged 13-19 living in Bangkok, recruited by purposive and
snowball sampling. Data were collected using a SRH behavior questionnaire, which
was validated by 3experts. Cronbach’ alpha reliability was 0.94.A questionnaire was
used to collect information of 153 samples. An interview guideline was used to
explore the self-management of 36 informants when they had SRH problems.
Descriptive  statistics, frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and content
analysis were used to analyze the data.

The results showed that the level of SRH behaviors of street adolescents
was low to moderate. The overall mean scores showed a moderate level. None of
the items showed appropriate behavior. The most serious improper behavior was
that they never informed their partners when they had asexually-transmitted
infection. When having SRH problems, they would respond differently depending on
their perception of the severity. They did nothing until the symptoms got worse, for

example when they experienced pain, immobility, or dysfunction. Self-medication,

(4)
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consulting friends, and seeking health information from the Internet commonly were
used to manage themselves. They were more likely to undertake dangerous self-
treatment. Visiting healthcare services was the choice only when the problems were
out of control because they felt that the service was unfriendly and not affordability.

This study suggests that the SRH behaviors of street adolescents need to be
urgently focused on. It is necessary to have healthcare providers that can work with
street children in a supportive, non-judgmental way in order to help them protect

their sexual life, overcome all barriers, and improve their quality of life.

Keywords: Sexual and Reproductive Health problems, Sexual and Reproductive Health

behavior, Self-management of SRH problems.
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megﬁﬁ]ﬁaLﬂuqﬂaiiﬂﬁiamﬁmmammaﬁwumaﬁqm (Jerant, Friederichs-Fitz, & Moore,
2005)
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ANMNFURUSIIUINAUNITINNIIAWBS (Curtin, Bultman-Sitter, Schatell, & Chewning, 2004)

a. Yadvdruyana e o1y Wudruvilaiiduiusiunisdanisaues
nsANIYRa Creer (2000) wWui1 Jadvdruynraiidruisadestunginssunsdansnues
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1.2) HFinedooglungaummamuasuinmii 6 Weutuly
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3.1.2.2 9U1AYaINGUA18819 MsimunvUInnguRlegtlunTIdeasall
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UftRduwsdwiedudiifnudulsed 4 1
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1. MINAINNUNLDIATEWD (Reliability)
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(Cronbach’s alpha coefficient)

Case Processing Summary

N %
Cases Valid 30 100.0
Excluded” 0 0
Total 30 100.0

a. Listwise deletion based on all variables in the procedure.

Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's

Alpha N of Iltems

.938 3

o o

WUUARUDUNGANTTUNITRUAAUN ML NARA U BT UT v TaTuIsSauNAaR Y

TaA1ANLLNE9UaATeElBLYINAY .94
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Descriptive Statistics

Minimum | Maximum Mean Std. Deviation

Vi 153 1 4 224 1013
V2 153 1 4 225 989
V3 153 1 4 218 933
V4 153 il 4 216 976
V5 153 1 4 225 1.008
V6 153 1 4 231 892
V7 153 1 4 218 892
\V:] 153 1 4 228 884
V9 153 1 4 176 849
V10 153 1 4 169 799
Vi1l 153 1 4 167 761
V12 153 1 4 182 852
Vi3 153 1 4 274 849
V14 153 1 4 244 973
V15 153 1 4 258 944
V16 153 1 4 284 796
V17 153 1 4 277 907
V18 153 1 4 226 809
V19 153 1 4 212 845
V20 153 1 4 199 855
V21 153 1 4 196 715
V22 153 1 4 195 906
V23 153 1 4 207 804
V24 153 1 4 195 714
V25 153 1 4 199 903
V26 153 1 4 239 852
V27 155 1 4 201 775
V28 153 1 4 194 821
V29 153 1 4 170 874
V30 153 1 4 185 817
V31 153 1 4 167 858
Valid N distwise) 153
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Case Processing Summary

113

Cases
Valid Missing Total
N Percent N Percent N Percent
ATLLUUNGANTTY 31 100.0% 0 0.0% 31 100.0%
Descriptives

Statistic | Std. Error

ATWUUNGANTIN  Mean 2.1294 05746
95% Confidence Interval Lower Bound 2.0120
for Mean Upper Bound 2.2467
5% Trimmed Mean 2.1168
Median 2.1200
Variance .102
Std. Deviation .86994
Minimum 1.67
Maximum 2.84
Range 1.17
Interquartile Range .34

Skewness 561 421

Kurtosis -.140 821

Tests of Normality
Kotmogorov—Smimova Shapiro-Wilk
Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig.
ATWUUNEGANTTU 102 31 200 957 31 244

*. This is a lower bound of the true significance.

a. Lilliefors Significance Correction

a v 6
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