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ABSTRACT

Qualitative research was used to study the feast of eating wrapped rice
(Ang Mi Thong), an ethnic tradition practiced by the Pwo Karen, or Karen people, in
Suan Phueng, a district in the western part of Ratchaburi Province, western Thailand.
Folk media and ritual were examined in how the feast morally affects individuals,
families, and communities.

Results were that the feast continues to play a pronounced role in
enhancing individual moral identity, while strengthening family ties among traditional
Karen participants. By promoting happiness and longevity, the feast also supports
community togetherness. Whereas in the past, the feast was used as a form of
courtship, it is more lately on an individual level about profit and a community level
about creating a network promoting health among younger people. The identity of
the Karen community is clearly rooted at the individual, family, and community levels.
The feast supports the maintenance of folk media, including the motivation for people
to leave their homes to home to participate in the feast. While courtship associations

have disappeared, a network of health promotion benefits the community.

Keywords: Folk media, Functional, Wrapped Rice Feast, Karen, Ratchaburi
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