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Zombies, or fictional undead beings created through the reanimation of a
human corpse, are most often found in western horror and fantasy genre works. When
imported into Thai popular culture, in various forms, most prominently film and comic,
Zombies have been appropriated and re-appropriated to represent social anxiety of
each time-period.

Using a semiological, post-structuralist approach, this research shows how
zombies as sign has evolved to capture main anxiety in Thai society at different times.
At the first stage of importation, zombies clashed with local spirits so that they were
awkwardly called Phi [ghost]. It was only recently that zombies were conceived by
Thais as undead beings. The thesis traces this development and related them to social
context at various times.

It is also argued that, apart from being such a powerful sign of social anxiety,
zombies are also vehicles of criticism against individuals, politicians, and society.
Zombies have been used metaphorically to represent people who are idle and
dreadful-looking or thoughtless consumers who blindly scramble to get fashionable

sneakers, reflecting how society values time, health and sensibility.
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MARTINIQUE
N .&g

tural Seale, 300,000

A9 3.1 WNUNLaAINALN1E Martinique

910 Index of images military maps
miscellaneous, 108 Robert Burnham,

2013.
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¢ J @ 4 M v J @ C% a 4
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Aavankud Suluegrsls?

Adou ffivinnsgennszeuladniies naulzAaUI

P %

] a a o v a a a 8, % Az @
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AuAEAzUANIe k) auduliaiunsamnianauunla”’
‘UinAaLense Adou?’ Amaune “l”
U A a a
YUADAINNINIRD UL
‘WA, WINAURIBAB Zombi ¥i3BLUa1 Adou?’

“1l9; moun-mo! Ll Zombi wan Zombi Wldnnf wanaume
Famsaglunguen sniiulusimIuiadnaras (the Night of All Souls) Lile

AALEuLNGe wnduhaglldduesipunnruunls’
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o =

Avejaaeduanaluioswmaunasfinegatunse?’

! moun-mo Lunmwweswaef (Haitian Creole) moun wladn Man; Al @ mo utadn Death; ane anansagdeya

iRl http://www jewsforshalom.org/Creole-EnglishWordlist.html
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Ly

JUANEULAINITHAUNIIVDIUT LNAISILLAAIREIUTS Zombi t8ld wenaululavinguiuy
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Jeileenidn (Luckhurst, 2015, p.22)

91n1UUT1988UY William Seabrook Hnidguilanasniaiusduladduiiniinisiinig
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(Luckhurst, 2015, p.30)
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MsunuAnmMIfeuguns Aameanulidesiuems sefuilsdda
sullufinmsadassdlasadonnionefiuniunfsseudiia (Aenfuan
Rash) Fwamnuuseusinum Ssiriwendduliineusngluawdingy
e sunseianulideuwaiiens The Magic Island %14 (Seabrook, No

Place to Hide: An Autobiography, 1942, pp.280-281)

s S amii 3.2 vilsdeunfiensiies The magic Istland

ok 910 The Magic Island, 1me Goodreads, 2011.

rk
-

=

a9 3.3 geutluwifiens The magic Island

“No one dared to stop them, for they
were corpses walking in the sunlight.”

21N The Magic Island, 1ae Seabrook, W.,
1929, California: Blue Ribbon Books.
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(Brodber, 1988, p.107)

! fuatu Ermna Brodber, Myal (London, 1988), p. 107.
-...He gives them no mind. He has...-
- Zombified them. That’s the word you need. -
- Meaning —
- Taken their knowledge of their original and natural world away from them and left them empty shells - duppies,
zombies, living dead capable only of receiving orders from someone else and carrying them out ...

- Have you been zombified?
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£ombie

Bitmore Theatre, (2101932 - 2M1932)

First Previaw: Taotal Praviews:
Opening Dafe: Feb 10, 1032

Closing Dafe: Feb 18332 Tofal Performances: 29

Category: Play, Drama, Original, Broadveay
Dascripbion: A play in thnes acts
Salting: The living room of a Bungalow in the Mountains of Hais

Opening Might Credits

Production Staff
Writtes by Karrsth Webt
Directed by George Sherwood
Cast
Burr Caruit Professor Luke Walaos
Peier Clarke {aitian Laborer

Dr. Paul Thuriow

Haitizn Laborer

Bales

Josephine

Pedro

Rewed

Jadk Claton

Sylvia Claylon

Martha Wallace

amil - 3.5 Teyanzasuaiandiseswenilul a.m. 1932

91N Zombie, lag I1BDB, 2007.

55

admilwondgninuuanauduasasuefaig (Famdl 3.5) Wuferiuassanssw
wwaveswiyiilasslulanny unnegades Dracula Frankenstein wag Jekyll and Hide
Tny Kenneth Webb Jufifsuunazasaanniviagilidmaiiidedeleed
devwihdulmadug fneiln wildtheoudymindrgidesuimsuuniazuasdosng

Hollywood wagladnnisuanstuluiui 10 nua1ius U a.e. 1932 lagldionisuansin
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sionlutaed A.A. 1940519605 iutsfinmeundlusueondnuaneenuunniu
LU King of the Zombies (1941) Revenge of the Zombies (1943) Voodoo Man (1944)
| Walked With a Zombie (1943) Zombies of the Stratosphere (1952) Zombies of Mora
Tau (1957) Voodoo Woman (1957) tag Teenage Zombies (1960) ameunslugaousni
Dufissnmeuninuen wazdalaildduanudoumniladndesandeieuisuiu
ATFIUINISHAR Tuang LLaxmsl,a"lL%laaLLé’aé’alziawmaaLﬁau%u’uﬁ’umwaum%aaaagmlé’

(Russell, 2014, pp.6-11)

unsENalul A.A. 1968 George Romero laasesnmeuas Night of the Living Dead
(1968) FudugaudsundAnylutiveIn1sasessnvewendanudinduunanainy

d‘l < [y ¥ 1 S a =4 a g Y '
paiatduniasuly Q%QNUW@J@?WN@NQiQ@ﬂﬂ%U Romero Uy Ui un3IgNIUDILYILDNIN

' 1%
Y va =

:Justa "blue-collar monsters"! aumafAuld {igniuainuguan fansemewazinien

Y 9

'
¥ a A

Ussawndudusanywdidue Imadeiiagnealafenadmliauesgnyiate (AMC, 2017)
13995171 MBUATVBI Romero kANININUBIANUTULTIMazIHe A RN DS TuNIUMEY
‘&"N‘ o ¥ a 1 U 1 C% ‘;’ 1 ‘NI ¥ 1% Y U
goulnvilvisaninludinusiuadeilifeslsnundesguaislaias iauidnuunasne
wunduunds msdeiauludwanireiisduludiey myaansuanuduuyed 13anud
FInT1 AMEURTYR Romero Wagunmvasgentlunnudilagaulddidnsnastaunse
nsas1stazdeanunuigdiurentlunineunsludisnaideun Tnswilaasrsnweunslu
wugenUTUNIBNWAI8LI8S LU Dawn of the Dead (1978) Day of the Dead (1985) Land

of the Dead (2005) Diary of the Dead (2007) wag Survival of the Dead (2009)

! yandennudid 'l have always liked the 'monster within' idea. | like to think of zombies as being us. Zombies

are the blue-collar monsters." - George Romero
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29 3.6 Tharinlewnas Thriller (1983) ¥es Michael

970 Michael Jackson - Thriller (Official Video) [Hh@a3n1e]

1ny Michael Jackson performing Thriller, 2009.
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AT 3.7 wauinasiiazAshuny Resident 1

910 A Trip Down Horror Lane: zombie rebirths in

Resident Evil, 1ag Josh Bycer, 2012.

Up.Ai. 1996 tnesnuuunuy1IgUu Shinji Mikami leanuuuinuuuiaeesv iy
IMNNNYUATALDIVDIYYULTBY Sweet Home (1989) AuNNAiNuNTYeLALd1 Bioharzard
Tnglasuusstuaalanianainnmeunssentaas Romero 1599 Dawn of the Dead (1987)
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2939%93U (Zombie Renaissance)”! (Bishop K. W., 2010) vsnilsdanaznineunsiiieanu

& a )~ PN X o a'
‘?j@iJUQﬂNaG]@@ﬂﬂJ']LLagiJLLufJIUNLWlIiJ']ﬂGUu (9NN 3.8)

INTEREST IN ZOMBIES SINCE 2000

Books with “zombies” in title

o e o UL S ey 2B A

loo ................................... . .................................................... I Siesabessiastisaenssstisssiiosibiavasin
Movie releases

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Figure 2. Interest in zombies since 2000.
Sources: Amazon.com, Wikipedia.

27 3.8 anuaulaweulfaal A.f. 2000

9 Theories of INTERNATIONAL POLITICS AND
ZOMBIES. W Drezner, D. W., 2011,

Oxfordshire: Princeton University Press.

! “Since the terrorist attacks of September 11,2001, zombie movies have become more popular than ever, with multiple
remakes, parodies, and sequels. This renaissance of the subgenre reveals a connection between zombie cinema and post-9/11 cultural
consciousness. Horror films function as barometers of society's anxieties, and zombie movies represent the inescapable realities of
unnatural death while presenting a grim view of the modern apocalypse through scenes of deserted streets, piles of corpses, and gangs.”

(Bishop K', Dead Man Still Walking: Explaining the Zombie Renaissance, 2009)
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