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ABSTRACT

The Study Policy recommendations on the development of criteria and
methods for people with disability to vote at  the  polling station aims to review
challenges and obstacles in accommodating people with disability to vote at the
polling station. The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 promoted and
protected the fundamental right to vote of all Thai citizens including people with
disability. In practice, the Office of the Election Commission of Thailand has
responsibility to ensure equal opportunity for all Thai voters to access polling places.
In addition, associations and networks promoting rights of people with disability
called for the Office of the Election Commission of Thailand to be more proactive in
accommodating disabled voters at polling stations, due to many challenges faced by
disable voters during elections. Key challenges faced, among others, include disable
voters do not understand steps for voting; do not access to information about

candidates; and do not physically access the polling station due to lack of ramps for
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(@)

wheelchairs. In addition, people who are blind or visually impaired cannot mark the
ballot paper nor cast it in a box at the polling station.

Based on these challenges, the researcher has recommendations to
increase the accessibility of disable voters by establishing one polling station per
Local government that equipped with facilities accommodating disable voters.
Recommended specific actions are specified as follow :

(1) Revise the Office of the Election Commission of Thailand’s regulation
on general election by stipulate that the election committee stationed at the polling
place shall be responsible for facilitating disable voters during the election; or shall
provide support by others under its supervision.

(2) Issue a set of criteria and methods for disable voters by stipulate at
least one polling station per Local government for disable voters to vote by using
ballot papers.

(3) Coordinate and reach an agreement between Office of the Election
Commission of Thailand and Ministry of Public Health , Department of Empowerment
of Person with Disabilities, Department of Provincial Administration and Department
of Local Administration working to promote the rights of people disabilities to
collaborate in: identifying locations for the polling station suitable for disable voters;
recruiting personnel with skills to accommodate disable voters; and providing
equipment to facilitate disable voters before and during the election.

(4) Promote awareness and understanding of procedure to request for
voting at these special polling station for disable voters; voting process; voting
methods; general information about the election; information of candidates through
various channels to ensure that they reach disable voters especially during the
campaign and election period. This might include information materials in Braille or
audio vision for voters who are blind or visually impaired; and visual materials or sign
language interpreters for voters with hearing-impaired or deaf.

(5) Ensure the availability of additional equipment that are friendly for
disable voters. For example: prepare voting booths of various heights which

accommodate people with disabilities of all types; produce ballot papers in large
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(5)

print with especially big fonts and box for marking; provide information on steps for
voting in braille, audio, and visual versions at the polling station.

(6) Improve physical environment as well as other facilities in the polling
station to accommodate disable voters, including door that is wide enough for
wheelchairs to pass through, a ramp for wheelchairs, a voting booth or table with

width no less than 90 centimeters; and laying ballot boxes flat on the floor.

Keywords: vote at the polling station, disability, political right.
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