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ABSTRACT

This independent study began with a question why people in Thai
society trusted and tried searching for “Good person” to solve problems or to
administrate the state instead of a group of people who were seen as bad people
while Thailand was facing a political turmoil. The researcher collected information
from related documents and interviewed a group of sample from vary occupations.
The interview focused on “villagers”. Most of them are general labors, farmers and
small retailing vendors.

The study found that there were believes in “Goodness” and “Good
person” of people in Thai society were under the influence of the Theravada
Buddhism principle. There were believes in the law of Karmma, a cycle of rebirth and
a merit making principles. The mentioned principles can be reflected in the present
how much merit that individual had done in the past via social or economic status
whether by ancestor or status shifting by education and occupation. These principles
caused the idea of person’s hierarchy according to merits that they have done. The
most perfectly good man was the man who had the most of merits. In term of

Dhamma, it meant the Lord Buddha. In term of mundane, it was the Bodhisattava
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(@)

who was still being in a cycle of rebirth to accumulate virtue for future
enlightenment, followed by the persons who lived their lives in the way of virtue.
They must truly complete their own benefits, the benefits of others and also the
public interest. Everyone can follow this way of life, but how much it can be done
will depend on intelligence, capability and individual virtue and morality that varies
according to individual merits.

A seeking for good persons in Thai political community was a good - man
searching according to the idea of Theravada. That idea confirmed the trust of “Good
man” and influenced Thai society to search the most perfect man. However, when it

was applied to a democratic system that treated people equally, it was failed.

Keywords: A perfect man, Seeking for a good persons in Thai political community,

The Theravada Buddhism.
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