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ABSTRACT

The research on “Communication and Representation of Rural Women in
Thai Country Songs by Takkatan Chollada” is a qualitative research along the lines of
cultural studies, focusing on two aspects of the communication process: the text of
Takkatan Chollada’s country songs on the one hand and her audience on the other.
The audience listening to her music is those with real life experience, i.e. rural
women coming to work in Bangkok. The objective of the research is to study how
Takkatan Chollada’s country music shapes the meaning and represents the image of
rural women, using the theory of social constructs of reality as a tool to analyze and
interpret the process of shaping and representation of rural women as found in

Takkatan Chollada’s songs as well as the audience’s decoding reaction to the music.

The finding shows that Takkatan Chollada’s music represents rural
women as poor, enduring a hard life, having low education, low economic and social
status, and cheap labor with little negotiation power. The main values serving as

significant strategic driving forces for their survival are their endurance, diligence,
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(@)

thriftiness, and “hope”. On the part of the audience, the majority of rural women
decode the message in the manner of preferred reading, sharing the position of
women in the songs. This reflects how the rural woman image in Takkatan Chollada’s
music is based on the real social construct, bringing it to the consciousness and
acceptance of people in society as “reflective approach”. The samples of the
audience share their identity with the contents or text of Takkatan Chollada’s

country songs.

Keywords: Representation, Rural Women, Thai Country Songs
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2.1 wqwﬁmsa%ﬁamwLﬂuﬁemaé’aﬂu (Social construction of reality)
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2.3 WUIRNEANINEY (Feminism)
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