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ABSTRACT

This study is conducted to focus on the Korean fan club communities in
order to see how these communities show their identities through different types of
activities and to see how these communities bind together and how they are driven.

Identity characteristics of the Korean fan club communities are the subjects
of this study. Korean singer and artist followers are always enthusiastic to follow their
favorite Korean singers and artists and also to participate in fan club group activities
with others on a regular basis. One group in the Korean fan club communities was
selected as a representative for study, analysis and conclusion making. The selection
was made by randomly selecting 15 people who joined the Korean fan club without
considering that they were followers of any particular Korean singer, artist or band. The
representative of the Korean fan club communities (15 people) had to participate in
fan club activities and join various activity groups of Korean fan club. The
representative (15 people) had to join at least one activity group or many activity
groups.

According to results, it was found that the Korean fan club communities
were the forming of Korean fan club people who were deeply fanatic at an individual
level, resulting that a phenomenon of “partisan” and “unity” was created. The forming

of Korean artist and singer followers started from the initiation of fan club groups which
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had a characteristic of infinite spider-web-networks. In Thailand, the Korean fan club
communities used online channel as the main way of communication. In addition,
they prepared management plan to implement group activities. The Korean fan club
communities were divided into many sub - groups. In this study, the 3 activity
categories which were the project initiation group, the fan - fiction group and the cover
dance group, were mentioned. However, the Korean fan club communities had their
roles and responsibilities in each activity group according to their favorites. The forming
of fan club communities involved the management of co- existence between
members. The most powerful members would determine practice guidelines for the
groups, but not guidelines for the majority of fan club communities. The management
within groups was consisted of at least 3 types of fan club groups: 1) Administrative
group, 2) Updating group and 3) member group.

The study results showed that identities of the Korean fan club members
mean people who likes Korean artists or singers and have member roles in fandom.
They perform duties according to expected roles and people in the Korean
communities trust them.

These people behave themselves according to fandom symbols, such as
light bar owning, type of light bar, color of light bar, color of the Korean band, Korean
band scarf with the name of artist or specific color of the artist, language use for online
and offline communication, clothes wearing similar to the Korean artist’ s clothes,
symbols including names or logos of artists or bands and fan club accounts. These
important symbols can identify guidelines, shared identities with someone and self-
isolation by creating differences from others. This also results as social productivity
and relationships between one’ s self and others, as seen in connections and
interactions between individual and fandom groups.

Korean fans have roles of consumer and producer, as aforementioned in
the study results. For example, they used Korean artists’ names in their story writing,
shown in video clip and they produced fan-fictions in online form and book form.
Events related to artists were edited and used in the making of fan made music video,
OPV (Original Promotional Video), fan cam. Korean fans who were producers were

requested to produce products related to Korean singers or artists to meet the needs
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of large fan club groups. Fan -made products are evidences of role switching from
consumers to producers. Fan communities were considered as the key parts. The

forming of fan communities can be considered as a capital for production.

Keywords: Korean Fanclub, Material Identity, Community
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