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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the interpretations of Mr. Boonpong
Sirivejaphan’s biography in the part which he provided the secret aids to the
prisoners of wars from ‘Allies” who were forced to build the Death Railway during
the World War Il. Mr. Boonpong’s bravery is accepted from the foreigners and Thais,
therefore the interpretation of his biography affected to the role of Thais in the
World War Il. So this thesis studies in 2 points which include 1) Studying the
interpretations and the uses of Mr. Boonpong’s biography and  2) Analyzing the
‘Representations’ of Mr. Boonpong which appear from the interpretation.

This study respects Mr. Boonpong  Sirivejaphan’s biography as the
intangible heritage of the Death Railway which is the atrocity heritage. The qualitative
research was selected to collect the information such as collecting the data from the
related books and documents, observing the heritage sites, doing the in-depth
interview with the persons who related to the interpretations of the Death Railway in
Thailand, and then analyzing the collected data with the theory of the interpretation
of the atrocity heritage and the theory of representation.

Regarding the first point, the study shows that the interpretation of Mr.
Boonpong’s biography is done by interpreting the Death Railway with the concept of

peace. The interpretations are used for both the international and the national
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(@)

objectives. For the international objectives, the interpretations support the
developing of the international relationship especially between Thais and Australians.
And for the national objectives, the interpretations of Mr. Boonpong’s biography in
the form of the television drama and the musical play are used for growing the
consciousness of humanity in Thai audiences when the Thai society was in
the political conflict and also when the country is in peace.

Therefore, the second point of the study reveals that the interpretations
of Mr. Boonpong’s create the representations of Mr. Boonpong as the symbol of
friendship especially between Thais and Australians, and then the symbol of
humanity which is constructed as the image of the great making-merit practice by
giving which appears in the Phra Vejsandon Jataka.

However, the interpretations of any heritages which related to the Death
Railway still affect to all groups of stake holders, so the interpretations have carefully
been done. Although all the interpretations need to show the suffering of
the prisoners of war, they have to emphasize the view point of humanity. Anyway,
the interpretations of Mr. Boonpong’s biography are dynamic. This dynamic does not
come from the diversity of the stories, but the results from the usage of those

interpretations. The dynamic uses result in the dynamic representations as well.

Keywords: Boonpong Sirivejaphan, Atrocity Heritage, Death Railway
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vansdevesnusaiu Tnuuy Judulinussiamandvietu luvasilunivdeanwasin
fdmnglutiansnedis Railroad of Death (2489)usniiissnaiyayrodlinutismdeivas
Anlugruzaulneaunils anuduiinnyyseslilitiomievasAniiiosdwaussuiloru
23dns V Tunslimnudremdewas@ingniiuiingt 40 Y3siinsiUawmerinuniisde The War
Diaries of Weary Dunlop(2531) usivifsdeiduiialalléfinisnanisianyyronhauduiy
Sl vazfiazasmslnsimiFesyares(2556) nanegstaauinauyarelailfidued
lny warazasinfidesdsysuwiniuna(2560) Lildnandenisvasindevesygres

FBnvziusiwnszduatvensold uaghinmneuueniissanmsiiuauduiuynd
2.2 U5ANMITMUTTINUANUMIUINAIIY

2.2.1 UIANNIINUSITY
2.2.1.1 ANURNIYHAZANAIAYVDIUTAN IMUTTTY
Tusuaniu Tusuing dum Beudr dnudduuslusiesiu
UsemdiUsyand 1an uvanidunsanmeimusssufinnveafunuasiinnudenleiu
U IRFansuagAIIuNTIa a%ﬁq%umﬂgﬁ‘fjag@ﬁamlﬂﬁamammmL%'a wazidundngiu
yosnailuriosdudausefnauietagtu uidnuiyamisanfausssulildduiaan
AMLANTToANLES LB LAY ALERNNTIN NFNATTLMY F9ATINATTTU
Tanugnsss Aaseusanannandean dadu efnlilldiduudsiinesiionyuniodosiuh ¥
Sumwii efndaduanudssuarsaduneuslasnde(Lowenthal, 1985, p.63 91931N
Wei Du, David Littlejohn and John Lennon, 2013)
2.2.1.2 1A3985190a2N159119 UV IUIAN TMUS TTU
usanfinnuauiiefulseTRmansimszinisvhauiilndfeaiu
faUsgimaniunzusandumsdndonafndiothuliusslsnidmivandsrasdlutiogi

waztefnluwUasgudnualiieldausieonisdenunuie(Lisht, 1987  d1afislu
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JE. Tunbridge, G.J.Ashworth,1996 p.6) TaeUseiRmansidudsiitinuse Rmansfinnson

Iinalunisiuiin dunsaniludndnuidagiuazdunesuazdsio AusinfeIszning
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v

Mlseidmansuazusan Ao nisldauusanlulagduuazeuinniiszdunganduin 4
nineInINraINUaIenIT LarsaudeisiuruannndnlseiRmansenaiiansanlaindu
Usgimans uazlunisdennunuiedinnudanuniuasdugudnanfivzasmdndueiiie
@niiauslanla(JE.  Tunbridge, G.J.Ashworth,1996 p.6) #30813na12LA305ANNIA
Tausssuamnsailusevenlrludensale
[} 1 < a

UIANYYIRUSTINLUIaNTU 2 Usslan fe
NIANNITAUGTINNIUADILA(Tangible Heritage) U lassad1eang

anUnenssy Tunaaniu lusiaing 18

wazNIANNIYIAUsITUNTUADslila (Intangible  Heritage) 19
AU YUY WA 1304LET VITEAINHNTIIN A

wsanyaimusssundudeddiladnuszneunsegnuuinidabifuusen

'
a

Tauusssundudeald 019 Fngaaves nquenans aoui wsandausssundudeslilangniiiy

q

'
1 a a

nudanit lulufeyuuesseafnfignianilanisatenilagiu (JE. Tunbridge,

G.J Ashworth, 1995, 819910 288 YU, 2555 w.45) siauztueraduldlavininunsedives
{]maﬂmuaumzﬁqmmmsaaﬁ’wéam(J.E. Tunbridge, G.J.Ashworth, 1995, 919970 98¢ ujdm,
2555 1.45)

nflewvihbidilaladndeduuladuiausannieiausssuidudasla

I v 1

wazdudedldle duuarliTousfefnignAnas TN ULNLDITDINY TIUULBUINLUNDIVEY
Auuladladugunenfeaiuainedin
2.2.1.3 M3ANENOAAMNAILATAIUNNIYYDINTAN IRIUTTTUAIYIUUDIVDY
Aulagdu
vy v 1Y) 4 a = v -
mudlanauayiusanneiausssufemBuenafnuldanuite
o LY = [ = &, Y
nusrasdludagiu nisdeanunuisusanmelinusssuIndulunuyunesvesaulagdu
AatunsEeAuneNsAnnIiaussudainulunaings JadudrAainanyuneses
Aldaunsanmusssy laglunildldvangdaiiesinvinnisdeninunuieienadiuinnin
2 nauiuudsINid SuasanusannIaTausssumaiudneie egnelsiniu JE.
Tunbridge uaz GJAshworth ladnuunnisldusanniadausssuiiedngusvasddie q
vaauywdle 3 Usens dmsunuideiilaiienasseaziBeanisldusanmeimusssuluuig

Uszuhuiedaei Ul domintuliaus
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(1) wsanlugrusiduninensmeiausssy
Tulssiuiuesiwsnniufianeludiondunineinsiiddyues
°mﬁmmaﬂﬁmmiw’%aL”f]ua‘?iaﬁﬂswsuuﬁﬂmlﬁ (JE. Tunbridge , G.J.Ashworth,1996
p. 34-69 919910 8 YU, 2555 1.38)

agslsAnunislanisanwilonuialunisiduinidnlanu
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o = L3

wiweudnlemniinisaeneadngnivualaen1asgdadudivesiunu wasiiis e
&A= & A & o g [y i = a a o o et
waniunungesutuinsasngueuludinulauanseanisuuifnuagidedimilunisuedan
(Kapland, 1994 P.2 913815l J.E. Tunbridge, G.J.Ashworth,1996 p.39)
wanuileannslinisdne waanisldnuusanlugiusnineins
N19TAUsIINEIATaUARUTIN1TRUSNY NITHAASTIAIIUNAINNAIEVDITAUTITULAY
UszdRm1ans n13513935neI0TIR @519AUATENUNYEOTUTIA kazTndinsasausslaliy

Y
fidladudeitinegdelulausnnnieiausssuuisanunisalneieaiunsouansdieqad

2819LAALAL)

ee

LU NSAUANSAUNYDIDUTIUNLAUDLIDITINNIO9DUY WA

FInUsEINTuveWIeIdu vimtnNdnausdanlursslatiiaus ARSAuRMaITIAAITUMN

(el

v

usamdndumamaidiesiisnatusenlufensinausiinue swiuiniesudunssndn ade
Tnduasitldnudiilunmsinuansvesiifis fsivesssiuiiaueding Tausssu wio sutuh
mensiiles gausrasdvosiifis fusiviesdusinuedlnaniinisdauans uagudsdainnguiivi
nsaseuhdaNaunsagnsesiula (JLE. Tunbridge, G.J. Ashworth,1996 p.40)

og19lsfnudsugiinlunisdennumineusannieinusssug
Uszrvumdufvuensiigaunisalindovududfvuusazauilgindalimiloudu uasd
wUszasAlunsfuanslimiloudu fuudadanuasilauistunasuiueuitans douds
andwananiy

(2) wsanlugruziluningnsnisifios

Juedesdensnisiflesnietudeaing fss vavdaasy
anunmuesUsy Reansed msliusanlugusdifunswensmsmsidesiinldinay
Toudssuiifinnnnslfifownuiivsanmeiausssniy ssanfausssuunauignasis 1
gnldedsiningUsvase u,azmaw%&mmmﬁwuﬁﬁmﬁgﬂﬁwmEJ(J.E. Tunbridge

G.J.Ashworth,1995 p. 34-69 919310 &8 YU, 2555 1.38)
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wsanneiausssuldinegaussasaludagiu Aslunisldusannia
SausssuludanisdiosdaduEesiiinduls nsldusanmatmusssulu@snisdleadunis

43198naNualveeYIA JULUUBIUIA LagAIuedsTIy waztunassiasey (Lumley, 1988

T
=< a

P.2 919970 J.E. Tunbridge , G.J.Ashworth,1995 p. 46 ) maaﬁ

)

gulgutenisasnasan
UIANTUUTTTUVRIIRA

nshtusanausssuludamsiledaeanuasauaindunisdame
UszTamansvasulanulaelasunisatuayuainaulusunfvedsid (Amold, 1990 819
910 JE. Tunbridge , G.J.Ashworth,1995 p. 46 )asl#sunisiigatiudrindanuddauasd]

musduiiszfosihluduasunuifn S598 uaziuiegsaenUszauiuwuiAnyfiey

LazaALARNISES9YIR (J.E. Tunbridge, G.J. Ashworth,1995 p. 46 ) fatuaziiuladn usan

<

WU

a

9999RNIWI91FeNsERNSUlu U psauanUsE IRAEASUIR  IneUse iR Anansunfd

' '
v a ]

JeuwandunsaeuiiddudsionsauseifemanidsesuisinulansuvesnAidesiy
Manan wWughfiaueges way Augiuendnuaififinuuaniaainmidy q uaz
fnazannsoduduludainunssuseidedhivianeuane fnlnafigawinfiazdululdauds
et wsanuATnuITIeIEesNvetefn vEeRUAMUNTRTARLLAL LD1VUYSTTIVR YU
Nudlos wazauimedu(.E. Tunbridge, G.J.Ashworth,1995 p. 46)

“Q’ﬁmuamaﬁm AIUALDUIAR : Qﬁmuauﬁmﬁ’u muqmaﬁm”4

ya v

(Gorge  Orwell,1949 LLIJaIﬂEJQNEJ) WWIAAUDY Gorge Orwell 4 JE.  Tunbridge,
G.J Ashworth Tiaanaiiudnagieudianisaseudmisdarufivsinglunisldauusannis
Tausssuluniansille@auduinufsulifnnaseudmiesldnnamileuuifnauludaay

[ 1

wintnAndinnfeusumanrilandudaiauundnasouh uaslasdugeganeldinisaseudn
finsesesdoaiaunAntudieTmewnneseuituegndls udldinsderumaned
AetufFuarldsuaslaiomn wasdFuaruasluguuosiivarnvas ( astuisssfuain
J.E. Tunbridge , G.J.Ashworth,1995 p. 47-50 )
idlensspunsoufiinusanidunineinsmenisilies ndnlug
Taﬂawuﬁuagjﬁ 2 Usuifiufio msfemnumneusanifieduaiununanuiden uay wnAnd
fidvsnandndeauludinuuasnisdenununausan eg1elsfinig JE. Tunbridge, G.J.
Ashworth anagnagfafuingiunrmnetiufinisuanumnedeiveseies fai

H3UansuwsiazAudiyunewieasilasunainvane

4
“Who controls the past controls the future : who controls the present controls the past”
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(3) uiﬂn’LugﬁuzﬁLﬂuw%'wa'miwmﬂwgﬁa

“pinpealdndunsanaunsaldauniuaudesnisvesdenule
LarusanuAtunumlunisiessadraendnwallunsldsunianisies dadu n¥neins
9E149 DA ﬁmmmlﬂumamﬁmsﬁﬁLLam‘d%u%@m&iﬁﬁm%’mzwmwgﬁa” (J.E. Tunbridge
, G.J.Ashworth,1995 p.59 )

nsldunsannieTausssudndaaiufanisvieadiendundn
dwsunsanwannsdnlathvieaflsindinduunfadn msveadisindeudunisinen
Au93lUmIAIuRIumd widhreafisafidenaaiuiveufiondaduwnasusanni
Sausssuonaiuaanfiuanseonluani wszldlddunismumslumeannuduurunnd
witdunsiiunmslufiaauiisedinaue ofn duduaiuaiadedanini Iuagmf:a]wnﬂws
4157909 Prentice(1993) finssnisviewisaiioalunmasusanvisimusssuludnisane
wud ‘msdnwludsedn’ unsatuayuesienseiosedunninvioniiedlvg uas
mseynelasunsatuayuegradumsniadussdusznouiid dyfianlunsdnnisuvas
usan i liduindnveadisadidedunadumniumnitedndulvuiléunseying uay
ddlmuiiananldzumsinu Faduiidaeuiumnaslunsufuusmameuedingedud
Usnguluwumidanisiifisdasiluadedanefeudinsusinged wagldsunismauiuain
Unvieafienegamnyay (.E. Tunbridge , G.J. Ashworth,1995 p. 65)

o
&Y

nsvisaiigldlavilifnyad maasegiauafurawsanmid

o]

wsnztinvesnenfanmsldgliiesamnsluwamsan Tssusy S0 veanisedn §3n

a 4a a =]

a a v 1Y) o A & Adav vo & P 9 a )
MmAgItaaiunIsuglununalasuUselesun1enunsA vagAgIfugsnaninaIng
AUAUIBLNAIUTANNITAUSTTUTY Aneuas azas wilsdesam Aludngsianlasy
Uszlowd datupnananlad Wewsswsanilunsnensniaasegio usandutiduaivayu
a a 5’5 & I3 2 [} a g”/ & v
AanssumaAsugianidlaense AoduiluilewmanvetgnaivnssuAsegiaty o vsolngdey
Aousanmaimusssutuluthdenseduliinuansznuneladeniuesugia(.E. Tunbridge
, G.J.Ashworth,1995 p. 34-69 919910 18 ‘qﬂm, 2555 1.38)
Tura e TRUSSTUNTLIIRENUNITITIUNT 3 ToT WARINULANATS
| A Al o v v ~ | v W
vosuiazanunegNIiinsldnuiulnunlanduniniutiues
2.2.1.4 A1588AMUNNIYUTANINUS T

J.E. Tunbridge uag G.J. Ashworth 85U18N1504N1TEOAMNNINIYI

WRINTTIUTIENgIUMIUsEIRmansane 9 afidudedliuazdusesldliunduniouns

YOINTANMITRAUSIIUNTY 9 Ua7 TupeunslUAsnsdeaumine nsdeaunNedu
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=

Sosddgassidunisdwislanuvesusanyneinusssulugiidnvy wiefegsuaisinenss

Ingn1sFemnumuneiviguuianiswaniUdsudssaunisal(seninsdiusaniasau)lidnge

Juaruwnumd anuddnluneniedn anufianels anuniagilasasaiiugeuwngoy

v
v v =

Fadunsdeanununeddildiosdindn 9 dundwadudndionlildvensyuiuns
1IANNITAIUSTIN(O.E. Tunbridge wag G.J. Ashworth, 1996 P. 8)

Wi fianu Ténanfuuimnisdernuvanensanannentii
Fomaamsunuurivasusaniy 4 msfonrumnglifoyaduglunmadamouiuusi
Yoyaiisangaidealalinisdondnumuneg (Freeman  Tilden, 1957 $1491n

www.parks.tas.gov.au dadle 5 fugnewu 2559)

4 U ¥ 4

N5y g Sva s lafauAuwivesusannIeinussTudedeg

cal v = 1Y)

Usenaumenisinn1sussaunsaiiguulasu Fafen1sdnnisnisanenenansineieieysu

Y

Y val

Y 2 o & v Y  ac oA A o v =
d19 @QUUﬂqiaaﬂquVlnUQqLUu@@QI%ﬂafJﬁIUﬂqiLaqLi@ﬂLW@WWIVWN@?’]@J?‘UF{,QLGU']GUlWﬁ@

Y

v ej' A '

Anwmianuiiinanudilalaate q lnedesAmdafnquivunigindawnnsafiudig

Y

=

(Freeman Tilden, 1957 919310 www.parks.tas.gov.au dndadle 11 wweu 2560)

agalsfinunaiznisdeniumneusanmisimusssuldldifie
duasulifru-fSuasduiutudefiaadisonueidusindwinnismeunsuuuite 9
Taovtld wiifunsimsundidiodalonaliiru-f3varsdinmdannsessazidon
SaUABY LﬁaaﬁuaﬁmLLaz{jaqﬁ’uﬁﬂé’w(Hau & McArthur, 1996 879310 81931 Apinya
Arrunnapaporn, 2008, p. 36)

2.2.1.5 wumslunisdenrununeusanmeTanusssy

Lowenthal Téinausuuinienis doanumanelidn “usanni
Juussavnvumdunisesnuuudessmlusfndeasteuusudndnual uarufuussatainim
maaﬂejuﬁlé’f%’mﬁﬁ’maii(LovveLthal,1995,u.185Nmﬂ Apinya  Arrunnapaporn, 2008,
p.206)

Kimberly Patee Allar léfuunfnfidenadasiuuuinnufnves
Lowenthal kagnanin FessilulseiRmansiiusng (uundssanmaiausssm) azaiis
warasurseintulmisnads lifisasiduiuiunsldefnynielagtuazndnieeiig
Aandslueunandnaiy (Kimberley Partee Allar, 2013)

ogslsfinalainedimaudsuamuvedlunsdornumneinds

[N a

ganhandemunnendmaduusanmeimusssufidediiu efggr Janal aguunInsia

Y

IauakuIniansdonnunaensann1aiausssulidn “n1sdeanuninetusylufiives
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UTANNIIMUTTIUOY LA iummzﬁLma'ammﬂma'wﬁu%a%wﬂszaumaaﬁw‘%agﬂ?{'ammwm&J
’e)EJ"NliﬁaQjﬁ’j’]ﬁ?(ﬁgﬂiaﬂ)’e]mﬂﬁ]mﬁumiﬂﬂsumLiﬁ@&hﬂlﬁ ” (Apinya Arrunnapaporn, 2008,
p.35)

LLU’JﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁMﬂﬁjLﬁu’j’m%WEﬂﬂiLLaz"ZJJEJE,IUaSUENiJiﬂﬂ‘l/l’l\iffﬁu‘wﬁiimL“ﬁ‘u
wnunanslunsdennumine Tnensnensmaniuiiuuameamsaerumneidaauuds us
AsifuundsldReyuesnnmeuenivilvinisieaumneusanmsiamsssudunain g
adeiiddnie anumsaldfyuastrnatiudinuiiviinisdeninumuneg R G LRI N
domnumneuaziFuasiuldsmuuunmedemmasiviinisdenaming Frdudlodsnud
AuUasuuUad wuamnensdeaununefenaudsuuasdie

2.2.2. 4IANNITHUSTTURIAANUMIULUAGIEY

usnnmeTansssuliliAntuainauiny nsadieassn wazas el
asstaslawidy uiusanmeTausssuasadatuanmeusasing wgn1salaziiouls
FHIANLIaYeNY wazliuouIamIsaassnaliinnvaziioula unlsuainam
gy maenauAINElNRLREn WAz TRILEI ST AR WAINMTE TR ST
ﬁ?uﬁammﬂmﬁmuﬁﬁmLwiqmmmﬁmim%ﬁa %38 Atrocity Heritage

J.E. Tunbridge waz GJ. Ashworth l@s1inmanud1in Atrocity 1331 1Ju
wnaﬂwsaisuaﬂmmmmumaawwéﬁwmuummahsJmquyl,ﬁaﬁtﬁmsﬁu Wunaainnns
Tnsnseelinounan (Tunbridge & Ashworth, 1996, p.94 813970 Apinya Arrunnapaporn,
2008, p.7) Fenanléi Atrocity Wumsaeneuziuywdnssidenywdeiues sgals
Aimy Atrocity é’wmaiauﬁamauzf\]’mqﬁ’amq}ﬂ%ﬁ’]mwﬁa%nmmmmné’aLLfi;:J?ﬁu
Tnglanzdnaay wazluaumingves Atrocity ﬁﬁaammdwmsmzﬁwﬁLﬁmﬁuﬁﬂﬁaﬂgmuwa
Bnene

JE. Tunbridge uag G.JAshworth 1UMUNFUAVDINIANNIIIRIUTITULA
mmmmim%ﬁaﬁ'ﬁﬂﬁ (Tunbridge & Ashworth, 1996, p.96)

- aruvnsnilveefiAnanans s ATVAIMLTULSY WieangtRnisal
meugdagnnanvinduililonywdvieruiianaiavesuyud

- mmmgaﬂ‘mm%ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂiﬁaﬂawuwuﬁaﬁamigﬂﬂizﬁﬂmwwémwﬁuﬁ:wﬁq
(Fauei) soBnuwiiuglaeintusgrednluianaudnlungs

- UM glnaeduinnasnsuvsengluusunvesaInsIu(Tunbridge

& Ashworth, 1996, p.96)
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2.2.2.1 giidauldddelunsanimusssuwvisanumsuluning

UIANMEIAIUSTINRAUM TR eiReasiuALVaIEngY tng
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wan quaafAe ggnnsyyin vsewle (Victim) #nsgyi(Perpetrator)  Hiilwea (By-stander)

waznauau o (eAga UAMaT a3aunIng, 2555, U.1)

Y] q

WiEe (Victim) Aaggnnszyintumanisalnugusss suaund
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= = = 6 al
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M19TAUEITNUTEANDY Atullal U buIAANIST LN TR UsEaIAn1slguNIAnmIg
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‘ With the passing of years and decades, these remains do not lose any of their

significance as a Warning Monument; rather, they gain in meaning. They teach better
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Siri Osot and Boonpong & Brothers House

If the two adjoining buildings (Sirl Osot and Boonpong Houses) de
lattention due to their link to the local history n Kanchanaburi,
Sirivejabhand, the late owner, even deserves 2
is @ highly respected businessman who inherited tt
of the province, During 2nd WW.

notable mention. Boon
use from his father - a medical

dottor/civil servant olved in the

Rrading with Japanese soldiers and W
Railway construction under the Japanese supe

on 3 bid in

\welcome prisoners of war of various nationalities. Throu

fre gradually acted as a m
secrets codes known among PO!

essenger between t countries, using

Ws and him o
the Bridge e River Kwal. At the end

operation,

the allied countries successfully bombed
of the war, Boonpong was granted th Royal decorations from the United Kingdom
and the Netherlands In return for b

w 74 years

d, and completely tran

1 to their citizens. The three-storey
Boonpong house is nO o-storey Siri Osot pharmacy sitting
next door is 92 year ol
Mr. Anusin Sirivajabhand

sformed to be a pet shop
QOwner
Year built 1917
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“In everlasting gratitude to Boon Pong and his family

for their help given to POWs, my father remembered Boon Pong well and realized

that without his help many more POWs would have perish.”
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There have been some pleasing signs of late as regards medical stores and emetine in particular.
Certain gentlemen have supplied some 72 grains and offer a most hopeful avenue for either free
supply of drugs or supplying a cheque for medical purpose (E.E. Dunlop, 2009 p. 321)

“ Today down to the river barge to see ‘table tennis man’ who had some medical stores for sale.

These included Vitamin B1 tablets, 6,000 said to be each 300 i.u.; three bottles of iodine 20 fluid oz;
acriflavine solution 1% ; cotton wool; 12 precious grains of emetime hydrochloride. A discussion with
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capt. Pavillard, who has placed an order and | am to send an additional request to the agent [Boon
pong].” (E.E. Dunlop, 2009 p. 326)

9
The hospital today obtained some most useful drugs and money - 3000.* (E.E. Dunlop, 2009 p. 341

30
By grace of that magnificent man, Boonpong(E.E. Dunlop, 2009 p. 341)

1
30 December 1943 A valuable supply of drugs arrived and 3,000 ticals [this was due to the
wonderful services of Boon Pong, the river trader].”(E.E. Dunlop, 2009 p. 363)
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THE WORLD OUTSIDE

Prisoners of war were largely isolated from the outside world.
They received virtually no letters while on the railway and
many felt nobody cared about their plight.

Under pressure from Japan, the Thai Government, friendly to
Britain prior to the Japanese occupation, had declared war on
the Allies on 25 January 1942.

In September, local businessmen made contact with prisoners
of war at Ban Pong with a note signed 'V'. Nai Boon Pong,

a Kanchanaburi merchant, became a key participant in the

'V scheme using his business as a contractor to work camps as
a cover for the smuggling of supplies. Risking death if betrayed,
'V' members continued to aid prisoners until the end of the war.
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Two local businessmen, Nai Boonpong Sirivejjabhandu and Nai Lee Soon, displayed remarkable
courage in providing this aid to PoWs. As supply contractors to the Japanese they were able to visit
many of the camps as far up the railway as Tha Khanun. Hidden among legitimate supplies were
essential drugs and other supplies paid for by the ‘V’ organization. On occasions Boonpong’s daughter
would travel on his boat to distract the Japanese guards while Boonpong delivered the supplies. As
well as acting as the conduit for the ‘V’ supplies, Boonpong would cash cheques for PoW officers to
allow them to purchase additional supplies. (Rod Beatie, 2015, p.102)
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The memory dwelt with me as a lingering nightmare. (E.E. Dunlop, 2009 p. XXII)

@31/Aa1Nann “l was deeply conscious of the Buddhist belief that all men are equal in the face of

suffering and death. This conviction has grown during long years of preoccupation with Australian-
Asian relationships generally and with several visit to Japan itself. (E.E. Dunlop, 2009 p. XXII) uag

Surely some increased understanding should emerge from a tragic conflict in which when all is said
and done, Japanese losses vastly exceeded our own. (E.E. Dunlop, 2009 p. XXII)
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