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ABSTRACT

This research has 3 objectives: to study the Buddhists’ vows to the
sacred in Thai society, to analyze the Buddhists’ vows to the sacred in relevance to
Buddhist doctrines, and to analyze the guidelines for the proper vows in accordance
with Buddhist doctrines. Data collection is from articles, books and interviews with
the 7 academics.

It is found that the sacred to which Thai Buddhists mainly make a vow
are the Buddha’s sculptures, the holy monks’ sculptures, the amulets and other. The
objectives of making a vow are various, for example, success in career, wealth,
education, love, family, health, and safety. Once the wish comes true, various
methods are applied in order to fulfill the vow, e.g. giving alms, acting a
performance, to do merit or good deeds.

As for the consistency and inconsistency of making a vow to the Buddhist
principles, i.e. deities, the magical power of the Buddha, principle of worship,
recollection, Karma and self-reliance, some vows are clearly contradictory with them
but some are not or can be accepted, i.e. even though they may not be directly
consistent with the Buddhist doctrines but they are beneficial and not in serious

conflict. The vows that are consistent with the Buddhist doctrines are the vows in

form of the practice of Adhitthana or resolution as in the time of the Buddha. The
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Thai Buddhists are familiar with Adhitthana in the meaning of making a vow and like
to make a vow to ask for what they want. It is not the right action.

The guideline of making a vow that is consistent the Buddhist doctrines is
Adhitthana which is, according to Buddhism, is a resolution or determination.

According to the doctrine of Adhitthana, after a resolution has been made, one must
keep on doing whatever he/she has made a resolution to like the Buddha who had

the resolution not to stand up until his enlishtenment though he might lose his life.

Keywords: Vows, the Sacred, Thai Buddhists
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