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ABSTRACT

According to Thai wedding tradition since ancient times, both families
are involved in making agreement on the terms and conditions of the marriage. The
agreement between parents of groom and bride usually determines about the
betrothal and Sin-Sod to be offered by the man to the woman. The giving of Sin-
Sod therefore becomes a usual tradition that most Thai people take into practice
until the present time. The purpose of giving Sin-Sod tradition is to reward the
parents for growing up the woman until she gets married with the man. Alternatively
it can be called “Kha Sin Hua Bua Nang” or “Kha Nam Nom Khao Pon” (Compensation for
betrothal) given to the parents of the woman.

Once the law accepts a concept regarding the provision of Sin-Sod
and provides it in the Civil and Commercial Code Book 5 Family, therefore, it is
considered as an admission of the custom and heritage. However, the offering of
Sin-Sod is considered as the property given by the man to the parents, adopters or
guardians of the woman, as the case may be, in return of the woman agreeing to
marry. It can be noted that the provisions of law are different from the concept of
giving the Sin-Sod in ancient times. In addition, the judgment of the Supreme Court, No.
1298/2558, rendered decision regarding the engagement agreement and Sin-Sod

agreement by mixing them up as if the engagement agreement was primary
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agreement and Sin-Sod agreement was the secondary agreement and if the
engagement agreement did not exist, the Sin-Sod agreement would never happen.
Further decision was made that property given by the man to woman’s parents was
not considered as Sin-Sod, but it was a gift. It resulted that the man was not able to
demand for the return of Sin-Sod.

This thesis aims to study the concept and evolution of Sin-Sod
agreement in order to find answers of its status and characteristic under Thai law as
well as the existence of primary and secondary agreements of engagement and Sin-
Sod agreements. According to the comparative study, it finds out that the purposes
of engagement agreement and Sin-Sod agreement are different. This is to say that
engagement agreement is the offering of Sin-Sod as evidence that a man will marry a
woman in the future. But the Sin-Sod agreement is an offering of property in return
that a woman agrees to get married with the man. With difference purposes, it
results in different legal consequences between engagement agreement and Sin-Sod
agreement in matters of period of property delivery, contracting parties and demand
for return of Sin-Sod.

In conclusion, Sin-Sod agreement is a contract of particular nature
which is not a reciprocal contract, in nature of specific contract, and it is not an
agreement of gift which is a non-reciprocal contract. Sin-Sod agreement has purpose
of transferring property with a view to remuneration the bride’s presents for having
her daughter getting married. However, It does not impose any obligation on the
contracting party who receives the gift. Therefore, the Sin-Sod agreement is a
contract which the law specifically provides in Section 1437 and it’s specific
consequence is already provided. The general principles of reciprocal agreement or

gift agreement cannot be applied for the matter of Sin-Sod agreement.

Keywords: Sin-Sod, dowry, bride price, marital remuneration
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Brideprice/Dowry/Wedding Cost

(Type and Prevalence)

Scales 2016

a19u Country Bride price / Dowry
i
1 Afghanistan Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
2 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Albania
families
3 Algeria Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
4 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Andorra
families
5 Angola Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
6 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Argentina
families
7 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Armenia
families
8 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Australia
families
9 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Austria
families
10 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Azerbaijan
families
11 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Bahamas
families
12 Bahrain Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
13 Bangladesh Net assets move from bride's family to groom's family
14 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Barbados

families
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15 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Belarus
families
16 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Belgium
families
17 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Belize
families
18 Benin Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
19 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Bhutan
families
20 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Bolivia
families
21 Bosnia and No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Herzegovina families
22 Botswana Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
23 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Brazil
families
24 Brunei Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
25 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Bulgaria
families
26 Burkina Faso Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
27 Burundi Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
28 Cambodia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
29 Cameroon Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
30 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Canada
families
31 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Cayman Islands
families
32 Central African
Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
Republic
33 Chad Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
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34 il No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Chile
families
35 China Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
36 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Colombia
families
37 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Costa Rica
families
38 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Croatia
families
39 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Cuba
families
40 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Cyprus
families
41 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Czech Republic
families
a2 Democratic Republic
Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
of the Congo
43 | Republic of the Congo | Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
aq No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Denmark
families
a5 Djibouti Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
46 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Dominican Republic
families
at East Timor Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
48 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Ecuador
families
49 Egypt Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
50 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
El Salvador
families
51 Equatorial Guinea Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
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52 Eritrea Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
53 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Estonia
families
54 Ethiopia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
55 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Falkland Islands
families
56 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Finland
families
57 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
France
families
58 Gabon Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
59 Gambia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
60 Bride's family endows bride; no significants assets from
Georgia
groom's family
61 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Germany
families
62 Ghana Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
63 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Gibraltar
families
64 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Greece
families
65 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Guatemala
families
66 Guinea Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
67 Guinea-Bissau Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
68 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Guyana
families
69 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Haiti
families
70 Honduras No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
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families
71 Hong Kong Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
72 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Hungary
families
73 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Iceland
families
74 India Net assets move from bride's family to groom's family
75 Indonesia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
76 Iran Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
77 Iraq Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
78 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Ireland
families
79 l No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Israe
families
80 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
ltaly
families
81 Ivory Coast Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
82 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Jamaica
families
83 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Japan
families
84 Jordan Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
85 Kazakhstan Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
86 Kenya Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
87 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Kosovo
families
88 Kuwait Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
89 Kyreyzstan Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
91 Laos Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
92 Latvia No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
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families
93 Lebanon Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
94 Lesotho Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
95 Liberia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
96 Libya Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
97 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Lithuania
families
98 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Luxembourg
families
99 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Macedonia
families
101 Madagascar Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
102 Malawi Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
103 Malaysia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
104 Mali Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
105 Mauritania Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
106 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Mexico
families
107 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Moldova
families
108 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Mongolia
families
109 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Montenegro
families
110 Morocco Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
111 Mozambique Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
112 Myanmar Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
113 Namibia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
114 Nepal Net assets move from bride's family to groom's family
115 Netherlands No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
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families
116 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
New Zealand
families
117 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Nicaragua
families
118 Niger Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
119 Nigeria Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
120 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
North Korea
families
121 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Norway
families
122 Oman Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
123 Pakistan Net assets move from bride's family to groom's family
123 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Panama
families
125 Papua New Guinea Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
126 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Paraguay
families
127 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Peru
families
128 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Philippines
families
129 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Poland
families
130 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Portugal
families
131 Qatar Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
132 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Romania
families
133 Russia No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
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families
134 Rwanda Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
135 Saudi Arabia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
136 Senegal Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
137 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Serbia
families
138 Sierra Leone Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
139 Singapore Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
140 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Slovakia
families
141 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Slovenia
families
142 Solomon Islands Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
143 Somalia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
144 South Africa Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
145 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
South Korea
families
146 South Sudan Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
147 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Spain
families
148 Sri Lanka Net assets move from bride's family to groom's family
149 Sudan Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
150 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Suriname
families
151 Swaziland Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
152 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Sweden
families
153 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Switzerland
families
154 Syria Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
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155 Taiwan Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
156 Tajikistan Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
157 Tanzania Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
158 Thailand Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
159 Togo Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
160 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Trinidad and Tobago
families
161 Tunisia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
162 Turkey Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
163 Turkmenistan Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
164 Turks and Caicos No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Islands families
165 Uganda Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
166 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Ukraine
families
167 | United Arab Emirates | Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
168 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
United Kingdom
families
169 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
United States
families
170 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Uruguay
families
171 Uzbekistan Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
172 Vanuatu Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
173 No exchange or reciprocal exchange of assets between
Venezuela
families
174 Vietnam Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
175 Yemen Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
176 Zambia Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
177 Zimbabwe Net assets move from groom's family to bride's family
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