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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the relationship between cinema and cinematic
culture. Historical approach is used to explain the role of cinemas on film distribution
and film watching in Bangkok. It demonstrates that during 1957-1977, a flourishing
period of modern cinemas in Bangkok, cinemas became part of urban lifestyle and
represented the modern development. Since the cinema operation was business-
oriented, it is undeniable that to earn profit was the main objective. In doing so, foreign
films, especially Hollywood films, dominated first-run cinemas, whereas second and
third-run cinemas were showing films from anywhere. At the same time, there were
also alternative spaces for viewing film, such as television, cultural institutions and
open-air screening. However, cinemas were still the main and most popular site for
film viewing. This thesis argues that the site of film screening has played an important

role in cultivating different cinematic cultures.

Keywords: Cinemas, Cinematic culture, Bangkok, Movie, Entertainment, Cinema history
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