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ABSTRACT

This study aims to compare color terms and color perception between
Thai of Bangkok people and Chinese of Han people in Nanning. The data was collected
from 6 Bangkok people and 6 Han people in Nanning, whose ages were between 20
and 30.

Results are that basic color terms in Thai comprise 12 words and Chinese
comprise 8 . Based on the Berlin and Kay’s theory (1991), the evolution of basic color
terms in Thai and Chinese are both at 7" stage. Regarding non-basic color terms, there
are 339 non-basic color terms in Thai and 265 in Chinese. Thai have 4 strategies for
forming non-basic color terms, by using specific color terms; combining color terms;
combining color terms with modifying words; and using names of the specific objects
as color terms, and there are 5 strategies in Chinese, by using specific color terms;
combining color terms; combining color terms with modifying words; using names of
the specific objects as color terms; and using the grammar borrowing words as color

terms

Ref. code: 25605706032348KIL



(4)

As regards the color perception, Bangkok people divide colors into 12
categories and Han people in Nanning divide them into 8 , and both have the same or
similar foci points in 6 color categories. Besides, Bangkok people and Han in Nanning
have similar attitudes to colors, it is found that both have positive attitudes towards
bright, vivid, easily categorized colors and negative attitude towards dark, dull, difficult

to categorize colors.

Keywords: Color Terms, Color Perception, Thai, Chinese, Bangkok, Nanning
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