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ABSTRACT

Shadowing the development of Thai modern education since its
inception, more than a century ago, has been the gradual growth of private tutorage,
a supplement to the formal school system. It reflects deficiency of the state to
provide fair and efficient education to all its subjects. Monopolized by the state,
formal education tends to abolish the other forms of education prevalent in the
more traditional world and associated with various strategies of living adaptation.
This has left participation in the school system to be the only main choice of state
citizens to pursue their social mobility, higshly competitive and hierarchically
structured through the channel of formal education. Being too centralized in terms
of administration and resource distribution, the state education has failed to provide
equal opportunity of such to all its citizens. Encouraged under the circumstance has
then been the growth of tutorial business, handled largely by the private sector; it
allowed wealthy citizens to gain higher achievement in terms of social mobility, thus

widening the social and economic gap between rich and poor.
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Developed only during the last decade in the Thai education circle is another
form of tutorial system which is integrated to be a part of the school education.
Associated particularly with poor quality of schools, the phenomenon is more
conspicuous in the provincial than the metropolitan areas. Integration of the
tutorage, subcontracted by private business, into the school system is technically
designed to be strategic to improvement of the school ranking, evaluated by the
state on the basis of students’ performance in the standard examinations. Designed
to investigate a group of school tutors while in action, this anthropological research
attempts to provide insights on aspects of its organization, teaching tactics,
interaction with the school system, and social relationship with students. Its findings
suggest that, although the school tutorage does not upgrade Thai education in any of
its philosophical essence and its flourishing even indicates failure of the education
system in general, the tutorage certainly supplements disadvantaged students,
particularly in the rural areas, with more opportunity to win in the competitive
standard examinations. Moreover, the schools could also gain benefits from this type
of business in terms of improving their capability ranking and the relief of work

overload more and more put on school teachers.

Key Words Educational Anthropology, Thai Education System, School Tutorage,

Educational Inequality
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