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ABSTRACT

A Case Study of the Children and Youth Council of Satun Province in
context of "Participation in the Park Management of the Youth Network" is a qualitative
research which the sources of data collection are conducted by using the relevant
study, observation and in-depth interviews. By objectives of the study are; 1) to study
the youth network leading to the development of youth council of Satun, 2) to study
the participatory process in the management of the public park of the Satun Youth
Council, 3) to analyze the factors affecting the success of the park management of the
Satun Youth Council and 4) to provide guidance for the development and involvement
of children and youth in other areas.

The results of the study found that the youth network was born out of
group of young people led by Mr. Kovit Boonrat and his colleagues. With the need and
interest in making social activities, they have created an exchange platform for children
and youth to independently express their opinions and positions. When the large

numbers of young individuals gathered, it resulted in the establishment of the Children
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and Youth Council and approved by the president of Satun municipality in 2014. As
Satun president municipal recognized the importance of positive development for all
children and youth, along with activities for community development, the Satun
municipality has continued to promote and support this group of youth in social
activities by emphasizing in term of participatory process in the management of Khao
to Phaya Wang Public Park. There are 3 main variables that contributed in this process;
first, Children and Youth Council of Satun Municipality, this group of children and
youths need a space for group activities to benefit themselves and others. Second,
the president of Satun municipality and board members, they have listened to the
needs of children and youth in contribution to project budget. Third, people or
villagers living at Khao To Phraya Wang Public Park, their level of participation in
activities beyond the activities of the Children and Youth Council is showing positive
as people also used Khao Phaya Wang park area for relaxing place to work, to chill
with nature and to feed animal such monkeys. Importantly, the Youth Council of Satun
Municipality has also contributed in ‘Larn Plearn Yim project’ with a purpose of
encouraging young people to show his/her talents whether singing, playing or dancing.
Therefore, this important process is part of the park management plan that not only
provides a creative space for children and youth to express themselves but has
purpose to encourage young people to employ every second productively while
contributing the development of the Khao To Phaya Wang Public Park that will
continue to be a relaxing, non-smoking and safe place for people living in Satun
province.

In this study, it was suggested that the activities should have an appropriate
approach in matching group of individuals, along with good management of the Satun
municipality that can create a strong relationship between people in the community
through increasing the community events and activities. Even though the community
activities can bring a lot of benefits for people in the area, there are some limitations
that need to be considered when operating activities in certain area like Khao to Phaya
Wang Public Park. The activities at Khao to Phaya Wang Public Park are limited in terms

of keeping the area in good condition as effects of activities at this site may affect the
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environment or animals in the area. With these concerns, municipalities and the
Children and Youth Council should not neglect environmental care when organizing
activities and should ensure that every activity is integrated with other youth networks
in order to exchange new learning as well as create a strong professional network. In
term of Khao To Phaya Wang Public Park management, since there is a shortage of
exercise machines in the area, Satun municipality should provide more exercise
machines for people to work out, together with putting more attention on managing
animal areas by creating safer place for people who come to use in the park area

without fear of being attacked or threatened by animals like monkeys.

Keywords: Participation, Park Management, Youth Council, Satun Municipality
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