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ABSTRACT

This research aims at studying the Thailand’s referendum in 2016.
Researcher hypothesizes that the referendum, called by the military government,
is used as a political tool to make legitimate constitution. The National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO) attempts to take control of the civil society and take over
the political society. It leads to research questions how the junta government to
define the constitution and how to process of constructing referendum discourse.
The qualitative methodology was used by applying content analysis of three
newspapers, together with observation and in-depth interview by adopting the
concept of cultural politics.

The result of study shows that there are four referendum meanings
created by the junta consist of

1) To seek approval of voter for a draft constitution

2) To make a clear perception on a draft constitution

3 ) To establish a draft constitution written by an army-appointed

committee to be a “sacred object”
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(@)

4) To push “junta’s agenda” forward by a “trick question” to the
referendum (should the unelected senate be allowed to name an un-elected prime
minister if the 500 MPs can’t decide on one?)

Moreover, a draft charter becomes a political space and varies by the
negotiation which the NCPO has the most powerful. Campaigning against the draft in
the run-up to the referendum was banned. About 530,000 officers were deployed to
explain the draft and maintain order.

However, some cultural leaders - political parties, political pressure
groups, intellectuals, social movements - adopt a counter-hegemonic strategy in their
conquest for power. They attempt to present the definition of constitution opposing
the military government to make voters follow and agree with them. Social
networking platform is used as the main channel for spreading counter ideology and
mobilizing for campaigning to vote 'No' movement.  Student movements have been
a central political-cultural struggle. During the referendum period, there are at least
five constitutional discourses and nine referendum discourses.

Finally, results from the Election Commission showed 61.35 percent of
the country had voted for the charter, while 38.65 percent rejected it. It seems to be
a victory for the military government even if they have faced a number of counter

hegemonic groups in the politic society and civic society.

Keywords: discourse, referendum, constitution, democracy
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ufgu uaglnglnad daudtunsnuosniameuniifgssauyyatuoendesUssauiia
seeziian 1 eunainisuseniasusemaniseanidesussyufognadunienis lnesiusu
FoyasenineTuil 29 funAx-10 Augnoy 2559 FIusEesaT 166 Ju

awvglunsidenvidsdeiun 3 atull msglnedpiunddefiuiBaUium
(popular newspaper) ﬁﬁaamﬁmmaqaqmmﬂﬁmm Tdnwndnladedadnfslssusunn
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nauthmneseAvuulnsmedsuiiadlamgtiunisiies Snviandsdefant 2 atuiignues
Tilgaunsaimenisdflesauagin dethinfnwiiouileutuasihlild “ans” faunaty

V.

2. NM3dUNA (observation) AANTIUTUTIABBNLEIIUTLV WA 3INN1TNHITE
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[ a v

W1snsuilan1slanivuasansedAyredinesgsssuyyremiisn Ui e Nannnga

o

lAEAMENTINNITINNITETTUYY (N55.) anATYLALMIYF (@UY.) LAzAMENTTUNIINTS
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HanAs (NNe.) wazsusuilainisaasiIvsen1sInfanssuau q vasheativayulasAnA
I43FEITUYNY

3. NFUNWALULLAEEN (in-depth interview) NauEUIM1IAIUAANFRENS

Y

AUAR/QANNTAINUABNIATULAINBNTNAdeN 1T UV s TE YL FegIdeduunly
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v

WUR9AUINNSLLATUSIARMESUTEIUAATITN 3 NSLLANANAD TUTIASUTIY TUSIALISU
319 wavsusaAenlda@nseenidss Jsnmunveulunn1ulseyInstd 7 ngunan laun

° & a & A <
1. NUINTTANTITHU DY (Wiiﬂﬂiﬁﬂﬁ{]ma, WiﬁﬂLW@lWﬂ, WITAVYUIANANILAZVUIALAN)

o 1

2. finqunisiied (Auenssunisusevwieniswasunlasufsuussmalnelndy

el eXe

L3 v LY

ﬂszm%ﬂlmﬂﬁauuuimLLuuaumw3zmwwﬂwm'%émal,ﬁuﬂsmyu, wusIUUTEITU IR s 1u

[ [ a

WAINITWIAYIR) 3. H15FU1aNMTHATATEUNY (AMESNWIANUAIULAITIR, ALSTUURT,

Y &9 <9

0%

aniavyafAuriend, anduinfoun1susuuseima) 4. angnITUN1TI5TeITUYY

YRR

(%
Y Y

5. ANEATIUNITNITLADAMG 6. DIRNTWAILLDNTY LAY 7. UNIVINITHATUNANY
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1. ilinsunagnslunisasiiazdeiognun1sainianisiidesrsyiinig
ANuAnelElETIUsEYITY wasteTesgeT TRy lugIuENUANIINISWes
2. Ml N ssusEossyagnranTusenssusiise wagsegniiuly

Y

F1lunrseonidesuszrud wagilunuimalunisimszdimnssudu q Adeadeeiu

Fossuynaaly duaztlugn1snuniunununewarAMAIYISTTTNY KANTEUIUNT

a a
aanvdgaUsevnuRveding
1.7 255045 SULAZUITNYIVD

TunsAinwn3feizes “nsillesinusssuvesniseenidesUssviuAsasgsssuyey
y YA U WY o I a aa a v =~ v &
W.@. 2559 IZ\J'J"QEJVL@V]UV]']‘UW'J@EJ'N’JﬁiﬂJﬂiﬁﬂJ BUIARN LRSI W) NINYIVDY LW@I‘?J’L‘UUﬂi@U

LLU’JﬁG‘lLLaﬁLﬁULLU’JVI’Nﬁ’M%}Uﬂ’ﬁ%Lﬂﬁ’]%ﬁ Usznaumie

'
a )

1.7.1 WNAATDINSILD I TAIUGT I

av a a

1.7.2 deingitesiunisilesimusssy wagnnssudssundulaeg

1.7.3 91U MNe 009N UNNTeRNLESUTL U

1.7.1 BUIAALIDINITHUDIIMIUSTTU

174

n151093AusIIH (cultural politics) Wiauaulanidafiasgiinissey
nansdeddugrusiilununvenistiadenisasessinnaid auladnsizinisdesnes
FusssugaduszuuanumneiuywdldlunisuedantasiiunginssuvaInuLes Aau
o a =2 - 4 A4 Ao
SesemImstulvauisszuumademisunases msizweinlunsilediiausssy wazly
Jausssuniinsdesdousy uanlaludiiunadewsinisasudndnuaiuazainunung

Ifuassndssing o luderuivieriuisey

8 Usyany Neensh, n15sdoaivusssulneg 31998AUNTIT/ AN TIU/E1479

(Uuny3: Adgariu, 2558), 13.
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deruaaldlafianumunevioasnosiuuueuduwnuwinieds mindaudnyaenidaningdi
naudeR1e 9 Windedyistelienalianuvineuusivdsudulyaunnnssu
N1stileeiRusTIUgNIAIUITUNIINd g Aaviatedin Tuduiuiiae
= & a 6 £Z a = s
N1sAnwILuINIINBad Tnetnngud 2 AuAe aasiudale aAal (Emesto Laclau) wag
aiean1a vl (Chantal Mouffe) laiausgnsmansnisneguasuuiunisimdeulnimieday
sUnuulnid Wunisdlesuuulndvesdiedandy Al munedediiieda33an151n
(hegemony) Tunsinuavseasisafieny/anununeyalvdliiudwig o ludsey lidney
Judesendnual A A2103 A1959 Y8 Tuguveaamnssy (discourse) 1678
593tiu 9 wanilugniswasuwdasanuduiusnisdennluiian® niinsdedvesnisdes
TauusssudadiladndinegNisesasugiavionudiunweIfeg19n1siilaawuuiin uivey

= | A Y] ) Y o A o |y = | '
L'J‘V]E]'P]ﬂlﬂ%lﬁaﬂﬂﬁﬂ@iLLﬁg'WlJUﬁiﬁll@"]EJ U‘LJV’]E]Q@LLG]ﬂ‘ViﬂGU'PNﬂ’ﬁWa%ﬁﬂ@ﬂﬂqﬁma\ﬂﬂﬂ "\]\‘11&11@@8

Y

IN13Y19W1U1357 weinginistsdamsthlunisaamnssudmeiseaty 97!
Unynguaud 1Ay NasuieseinisnTaudiinieaunIsainInIuan

(hegemony) ¥893UTUY1 WY wazsy lun1sasisanuduiusigidiuianedndes

¥

nausylevtivesny Mliussyvudesdenalselevunanansauasni ey vaninuazly

$aafe dulniile nSUT (Antonio Gramsci) W1liAudIAY VU URNISVRIgANNITRl

Y

(ideological practices) vfiasarngaunisaliluuiusssy aziiiunneiliowansaanuily

UURnsTdugusssusing 9

¥ Foafvaiu.

20 Ernesto Laclau, Chantal Mouffe, 1985, 9198 ¢lu laasnil 1aSeydulowns,
“anaffosuuulval vurunsiedeulmmedsaugunuulmivazmnssuniswamnyall, ”
SAIANTHUITNING, fasiadadi a (nyanne: drdnfudavInedusssuaans, 2557), 156-
157.

2L | Spaupennu.
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= § Y < e a & = o a o [ a 1
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[ « [ & o X 4 ! ' __¥9)
afensruIunsAdeulInedirsudunuiuianiseed
Tun155alaseadnegaun1sal@1enan ILLeNLEZUABIATITNUN
29AUTENDUVDIANNTAlANEVAN TNINYIATaINTEUIUNTTAANTI0E WAIRANBIAUTENDY
gl Wevianegaunisaiiuiiazyn YSuwdsuanuduiusindfrutulnasesaireluiie
aseudmuAanaiswulsuseu maw de aseund aunduluniseduiy susudaaeu
lawanmwde widnswdunisasionseyi/Aanssuiiiiiunguauiivesiin5udisandn

23 Feaznana bl

“Uyyrvu
I3 v ° 1 a A o )
gauni1salgnldidusuinisianudilasuinisesdassaiiedeny
FIANUFURUTVININER vTelassadnamnaasegia avegludeaudiudns (base structure)
Yz lAssas19dsanaILuY (super structure) Insudiliarudfey Wuiuivesruduius
WIAUAA AT ANNITAl NYUNIE AaUsTausssy esrusenau 2 diude deay
n1548l4 (political society) lawn 55 wazesAnINISIEEIUIARN 9 V093 wasUseydeny

(civil society) laun Lonvu vi3easAnTUONE WIS

? Stuart Hall, 1996, 919didlu nea wiasldn, “n1sidlesTmusssuvesnumynanily

n1sideulminediansvuuulng: nsdl@nwingugiiviuaniveunIetengununIng

q

a v

A1AWHEe,” (Ine1dnusuIygyunidudin, 8191391015V u1deny AusAauaans
LTINS, 2555), 4-5.

2 Spufeam, 5.

# Jysna wnssnwn, “SgunavinBaiuaung1g1daiien1ien1sATesdIuln,”
(neninusUTyrundudia, a191391n15UnAT09 AESEAERST QUIAINIINMIINNEe,

2549), 28.
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(coercion) siunalnging q 1w Msldmdmwesnesin msteduldngune wielwldudanis
AsaU (domination) anunsanszsiiitensradialdedsmaiilussesdu udlussezen

Yo v U o 1 a o § va o = o A T A
ﬂ?ii‘ﬁa']uqf\]Uﬂﬂ‘ULWEJQ@EJ']\TLWEJ'J Vl'ﬂﬁlla’]uq"i]LVU@%U%U@ULLUUI@JUQUU
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a =
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(% ' (%
= = L £

Tnedanuiunmieussydaulidnsonou uddadddnauiunis dunisldswnadeduiu

Wldmrugiuluniuaunds sewmailngudaniunisasnain1ignisnsesdiuiaiidefes

q

WYIWINASIUUITIY kel sanIMgANNIsalveIiustnsInTutuse 9 sadanguindues

Tiduntafedlild Faseniinisadanguussifenans (historical bloc) liead1atennan
seningAsesguIliuggni®

LY

v A v 4 ° = o Y a a k4
nsuddilinnuddgivunuimveslyarvuddiniindnasauazgnils

o

ANy 9 Wdugau swudedanisunasu ieluiunnisnanvedasaiedaudiuans
wagn1saenudugeunsenlawviemiaruduiuinluiundnudiuuy fudwanenmie
N13A58981119UVBIBUTUUNATRIAIENITATINGUU T IRAan STndvesieaTuNT 1wndl

wuslgarvueendu 2 Uszinnde 1. Jygrvundalesiuvudu (organic intellectual)

24
< v o o =% a

Judgermaganiziignynlesedivlassadadiauty q sninileeaseduinideslunis
Snwnauselovivossudu way 2. Ueyeyrvuitiusuduls (traditional intellectual) Laiu
UnUw weg Unwins llifetesdiundhinludanadalunindiusudusg o wansaniuzi

Taigialeaurutule ﬁawﬁuuﬂﬁmlﬂL%"]i"aam'%aQﬂiﬁ?ﬂﬂum%aﬂﬁamawuﬁﬁuﬂﬂmaﬂﬁ%

2 \Seafeanu, 28-39.
% Juswa Wnsinw, una1529n98ARY 1N TiieeYed dulnille NN (NJunw:

AUUR, 2557), 172-174.
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9 9 9

nauBUNANTUBENTEIUAY” n1sTnssafasligaunisal edeadiauduiusiulygyivu®

o o

?" Jerome Karabel, A2709nugsvesn15U]in sulaily nsud Avdymiveslyg vy,

v
a 6) ¢ o A

ussandnisiae Jefiald yaanins, wlalne audf Aimazenn, RUNASIN 2 (NN text,
2557), 43.
28 . . Y e a‘ a o
Gramsci, Prison Notebooks, 154, 91909k 1589R8771.

2 q7a Yeznadeony, “aruduiusszniniuifnnisasesnnuduluguay
gANNNTANYRINTUT,” (IenlnusUsyaumdudia, anesgeans umInedusssuamant,
2548), 173.

0 \Seanennu, 222.

1 \Seamennu, 231,

Ref. code: 25605803011310BCW



15

a a a

YBNINNATANEITINITHDITAUSITUN LA SUDNTWAIN WL UIAALTDINTS

£%
P

ATE901UIAUN SelliuImnsAnensillasimusssunuiaula asll

adm gead (Stuart Hall) lauszanduwifnitfiedmnssy (discourse)
vae Twa Ylne (Michel Foucault) 1195u131 n1silesdaiusssuvanefisanunegiguly
N353 1mnssuiiedegdiaaunisalla 9 At denisldniwn nssreulusimaig o
NFIAUTELON NITATNAINNNAIINAA LAZIZTUUTDINITATNATNLAUALATI TIYUTULAL
nause 9 Winudstuielidsaugousu® dvswadiAgvasiuiniaadassaietioy (post-
structuralism) N3ABLLINIINITEBITMLSTINADN TN TMUSTIUAUNTIATIZND IR
Weeiy vaeaesuanLag Inau (G. Jordan and C. Weedon) @3UA3MuMs18u881119
TuwumensidiaeiunusssuinAedualunsnse nsasisandydilin n1sasiyanuunay

] I3 . . o v [ 33
9819 0uN19N15 (official versions) wazsunalun1saseauseusssuludaw
a o N o s . g v Y
YuzLABIAUNNITENLUIN1IE Y AERNS (semiology) NliAIINEAey U
A d‘ a vV 1 Ve A o 1

nslesasauvineNgnranasisiunkunldfnmnsidiesiausssy agldluniseu
san1einusssungnas 1 liuludinysedniu Aanudiinisvesanuninedyyeiive
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v s

wweiiiudianunuislildaieda uignadratunieldmnuduiusseninegudyys

[

(signifier) Fananad1sANULIelAEATe (denotation) AuAUMNIE&QE (signified) BINER

asreanununelaetiy (connotation) Wiellflddyyredainaue ANUMINEWAIIUNDIA
lasuniseensu Tugrugsianieimusssunldius graunsvarslulnfivszdniu Felsasan
1135 (Roland Barthes) 13enanuminglagdefinateiluanuvunengensunagldiunaliin

“U187AR” (myths)*

* Hall, 1996, 819fialy g3au nouazyne, “msiilosinmssawesnundudulufiug
do: N1399EN19MNTTUIIENAWY,” (nerdnususyarumUudia, a1v13vinisimun
fapy ArAaUdans uinInedeealn, 2547), 17.

3 Barker, 2000, 81981y 10aReAL.

34 Barker and Galasinsaki, 2001, 8199l Seafieaiy, 18.
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3 lyesai wigdulewns, nrwidunisidesnundunisides, fuvaded 2
(a9 301w, 2556), 145.

3 Ernesto Laclau, Chantal Mouffe, 1985, nsiisly, Soafeniy, 146,

*" Barker, 2000, 91904l g3au nnuazne, “miloeiausssuvesudusuly
Huiide,” 18-19.

8 \Seaneanu, 19-20.
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39 Hall, 1996, 819ialu SeaReaiy, 20.

% Barker, 2000, 91999lU 1509LREIT.
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RE2TE] [ARAM] 490,059 314,015(64.08 193,686 67.27 94,224(32.73 176,085|64.42 97,241 [35.58[12,012| 3.83
faviys N 169,358 104,621]61.78 56,446 | 58.62 39,840[41.38 50,510 55.59 40,359 | d4da.a1| 3,617| 3.46
&lunie wiiia 457,837 294,051 |64.23 188,608(70.25 79,858 [29.75 166,417]66.32 84,515|33.68| 9,719| 3.31
JAWITUUT A8y 668,904 400,013[59.80 223,114[60.81 143,798[39.19 198,547 |57.47| 146,937 |42.53|14,294| 3.57
il 1ot 782,820 457,921[58.50 377,628|87.29 54,980 [12.71 352,558|84.22 66,048 | 15.78|10,593| 2.31
fgFunsg dxu 1,055,964 580,293[54.95 259,668[49.22| 267,917[50.78 225,364[45.09| 274,411|54.91[20,197| 3.48
nuasag dsu 395,902 215,259 |54.37 86,557 |44.29| 108,874|55.71 74,924|40.96| 108,005[59.04| 6,980| 3.24
Viuaiang dsu 390,371 214,347 |54.91 77,167[39.75| 116,958[60.25 66,883 |36.70| 115,350|63.30| 6,202| 2.89
agnag AR 225,231 131,503]58.39 70,958 58.84 49,641 (41.16 63,378 |55.74 50,328 |44.26| 4,914| 3.74
dunada dxu 291,118 174,416|59.91 87,314[54.69 72,346 [45.31 74,976[49.88 75,344[50.12 4,811 2.76
|lanssfl dsu 1,202,878 669,943|55.70 248,092[4066| 362,063[59.34 215,084 [37.51| 358,338|62.49[20,414| 3.05
g_ﬁl'sﬁﬂn' wifla 367,752 225,105[61.21 124,356 60.27 81,982[39.73 108,946 |56.65 83,360[43.35 7,051 3.13
avasil [ARAN) 256,685 155,472[60.57 106,884 | 74.74 36,123 [25.26 96,096 |71.32 38,648 | 28.68| 4,954 3.19
auasusil dxu 1,399,518 832,295[59.47 413,901 [54.77| 341,848[45.23 353,93|49.83| 355,885[50.17[24,980| 3.00
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