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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the ability to read Japanese names in Thai
learners of Japanese who major in Japanese. The questionnaire and the test are used
in the study to collect data and information. Then analyze speculation strategy of Kanji
readings using in Japanese names by interview.

The study found that only 2.38% of research participants achieves high
scores. Those with high scores are participants who passed JLPT (Japanese Language
Proficiency Test) N2 and above. The first Japanese names that are read correctly most
are A (Maeda, 93.65%) & #E(Takahashi, 65.08%), 1 R%& and 32 (Satou and
Watanabe, 53.17%) respectively. Factors that affect the ability to read Japanese names
are the JLPT level of the learner, learner’ s experience of visiting Japan and learner’s
work experience using the Japanese language. However, the differences in the job did
not affect the reading Japanese names ability. The speculation strategy of Kanji
readings using in Japanese names that are used most is decode Kanji readings from

each character one-by-one.
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(3)

According to the research study, it indicates that Thai learners of Japanese
lack the ability to read Japanese names even though they are high frequency names.
Thus, Japanese language instructors should encourage their students to be familiar
with Japanese names and teach them how to read those names in their classes more
often. Accordingly, instructors should also encourage self-study on Japanese’s names

outside the classroom among their students more.

Keywords: Japanese names, Kanji readings, Thai learners of Japanese
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