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ABSTRACT

This independent study aims to examine the monitoring process and
evaluate the spending of political party expenditure supported by the Fund for
Development of Political Party

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand BE 2540 (1997) and the
Organic Law or Fundamental Law on Political Parties BE 2541 (1998) stipulated that
the Fund for Development of Political Party is supposedly used for the purpose of
circulating fund, promoting and encouraging political party which can develop into a
stable political institutions in the end. Since then, the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand BE 2550, the Political Parties Act 2550, the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand BE 2560 Act and the Political Parties Act 2560 have continued on such
intentions.

However, the facts appearing as a result of the support of the Fund for
Development of political party have caused problems for certain political parties.

Including the unbelievable collapse of some political parties such as the Phalang
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Dharma Party and the Rak Tin-Thai Party along with the others. In response to the
aforementioned facts, the researcher intended to study the problems or causes
created by the ineffective use of Fund for Development of Political Party; as
throughout the time, the Fund for Development of Political Party is obliged to support
political parties to be strong and become a stable political institutions.

One way to prevent a political party from wrongly and improperly using
supported funds is to establish a "process for monitoring and evaluating the political
party expenditure.” This is a surveillance for prevention and suppression advising and
counselling as a mentor for each political party with the intention to reduce the risk
of harm or damage to the minimum. Along with the additional evaluation of external
agencies or educational institutions for academic purposes based on information,
documents and evidences from the Office of the Election Commission of Thailand
(OECT) on various occasions which will help the political party to continue its powerful
political activities with strength which also poses a great benefit to the image of the
political party as a political institution that promotes and supports democratic rule
with the monarchy as the head of state to continue well and prosper.

The researcher came to the conclusion which can be classified into 3
alternative policy options as follows. Option 1 is to set performance indicators with
the purpose of monitoring the political party expenditure. Option 2 is to set "The
Pineapple Network and Employees" of the OECT to monitor the spending of funds that
do not meet the objectives of the political party. Option 3 is to set monitoring and
evaluation process by the OECT and academic institutions to trace political party
expenditure as well as check documents of all projects funded by the Fund for
Development of Political party with the main purpose of developing a political party.
All of these choices are based on different personnel, budget, and legal factors. As a
final decision, the researcher chose the alternative policy proposal option 1 and the
policy proposal option 3, which can be added to the concrete results in practice as
follows.

1. By setting goal or giving definition that "the percentage of false and

unlawful spending is equivalent to zero.", with the following indicators
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- Political parties must have a comprehensive set of accounting records
including the general journal accounts showing income and outcome of the political
party and its branches as well as donation receipt account and asset and liability
accounts as defined in the Organic Act on Political Parties.

- The political party must spend according to the plan and project and
make a report on the spending of the supported funds. The required financial reports
must be submitted by March of the following year as defined in the Organic Act on
Political Parties.

2. By amending the laws and legal notices as follows:

- Revise the Constitutional Law on Political Parties in accordance with
the powers and duties of the OECT in order to control the costs of monitoring and
evaluating among other expenses incurred by monitoring and evaluating in a
systematic manner. This includes

- The costs of training by monitoring and evaluation specialists and the
costs of offsite visits at other work units or agencies associated with monitoring and
evaluation matter.

- Arrange the announcement of legal notices relating to the election
committees regarding the Fund for Development of Political Party in accordance with
the Act on Political Parties.

3. By preparing personnel who are responsible for monitoring and
evaluating the expenses of political parties by specialized agency as well as arrange
them to attend a study tour related to monitoring and evaluation offsite.

4. By clarifying and straightening out with political parties that have been
allocated funds from the Fund for Development of Political Party. In addition, the
practice (work shop) of the political party's staffs must be provided to support the
implementation of the Organic Act on Political Parties and the Legal notice of the

election committee on the Fund for Development of Political Party.

KEYWORDS: Fund for Development of Political Party, Monitoring and Evaluation,
Political Party Expenditure
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