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ABSTRACT

A study of “A Use of State Power Controlling Media Freedom Through
Reformation: A Case Study of a Media Freedom Protection and Ethical Promotion
Draft Bill B.E. .... :” is a qualitative research provided by analyzing documents. The
objectives of this study include; 1) studying intents of the Media Freedom Protection
and Ethical Promotion Draft Bill B.E. ..., 2) studying influences on media freedom
under the Media Freedom Protection and Ethical Promotion Draft Bill B.E. ..., and 3)
reviewing opinions and suggestions of individuals and organizations in society towards
the Media Freedom Protection and Ethical Promotion Draft Bill B.E. ....

Result number one referring to the intents of this draft bill showed that
the Media Freedom Protection and Ethical Promotion Draft Bill B.E. .... intended to
“use state power to control media through authoritarianism using law as an ethical
judging mechanism”. It reflected four main contents including; 1) a content indicated
that the state strongly wanted to centralize media control which includes the

National Mass Media Professional Association as a centralized organization controlling
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professional media practitioners having state representatives as board members of
National Mass Media Professional Association, the dominated National Media
Professional Association as a regulator executing according to the regulations, and
making a decision regarding significant regulations, whereas professional media
practitioners must be permitted and registered with National Mass Media Professional
Association (which is also able to revoke media professional license) according to
their regulations. The violators, both unauthorized media practitioners and employers
of the unauthorized media practitioners, will be subjected to imprisonment which is
a maximum penalty of this draft bill; 2) a content indicated that the state intended
to strictly control media in ethical issue by appointing ethical committees for every
level of professional media practitioners with ethical committees of National Mass
Media Professional Association acting as state officials , determining ethical principles
for professional media practitioners, determining mechanisms and rules to control
every level of professional media practitioners, determining measures protecting
people from professional media practitioners which will be executing as soon as
possible within 15 days, and defining penalty of ethical violation for professional
media practitioners according to Law on Administrative Procedure; 3) a content
appended public to empower controlling media by allowing public representatives
to join committee boards in every sector and to control media; 4) a content
indicated that media freedom protection is merely an element reflecting the
meaning of “liberty and rights violation of media” in restricted dimension, has no
penalties for violators of liberty and rights of the professional media practitioners and
no committee boards for freedom protection of media.

Result number two referring to the influences towards media freedom of
this Media Freedom Protection and Ethical Promotion Draft Bill B.E. .... found that this
draft bill will affect media freedom in three main ways including; 1) lawfully violating
media freedom with moral justification due to the fact that this Media Freedom
Protection and Ethical Promotion Draft Bill B.E. .... is a use of law judging ethical issue
which is complicated to clearly interpret the right and wrong. Authority tends to
interpret ethical issue with self-satisfaction; 2) media will be under state control

because of having state representatives as the committees of National Mass Media
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Professional Association; 3) media will immediately lose freedom because it’s
required permission and registration in order to use fundamental rights and freedoms
according to democratic principle. Also, permission and revocation of license will
meet the demand of the state with ethical justification.

Result number three referring to opinions and suggestions of individuals
and organizations in society towards Media Freedom Protection and Ethical Promotion
Draft Bill B.E. .... found that the opinions and suggestions of individuals and organizations
in society towards this draft bill were in three main controversies including; 1) a
control law of media ethics (setting up a lawful organization to control ethics of
media /appointing National Mass Media Professional Association according to this
draft bill); 2) a presence of state representatives acting as committees of National
Mass Media Professional Association; and 3) a permission of National Mass Media
Professional Association for professional media practitioners which is certainly
disapproved by the oppositions of the three main controversies of media ethical
control enactment. Meanwhile, supporters of this draft bill include supporters of all

three controversies and supporters of some controversies.

Keyword: Media Reformation, Media Freedom Protection and Ethical Promotion Draft

Bill, Media Registration.
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beliefs, attitudes, values, behaviors, and the democratic process)
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