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ABSTRACT

Problems of Japanese single consonant pronunciation and perceptions
among southern Thai learners were studied. Special attention was paid to [k g 1

h¢d 3z & ts dz], the most problematic Japanese single consonants.
Samples were 18 southern Thai students of Japanese language at the lower and
upper secondary (Matthayom) levels from M 3 to M 6. Samples were enrolled at two
schools in Songkhla and Trang Provinces. Data was gathered by questionnaire as well

as pronunciation and dictation tests.

Results were that pronunciation problems with [¢ ¢ [ 3 tf & ts
dz] are complicated by typical southern Thai pronunciation of [g] as [h] and [h] as
the vowel sounds [a €], as may be found when southern students mispronounce
standard Thai language. The dictation test, measuring perception problems with [1
z Y ts], established that there was no correlation between pronunciation and
perception problems. [tf ts] sound corresponding to pronunciation and perception
may result from the absence of these sounds in L1. Sounds in L1 and L2 [g] which

may or may not be correctly pronounced, sounds in L3 [¢ @ [] exist which are

easy to perceive, but also to mispronounce.
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