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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed at 1) analyzing the roles of Buddhist monks on
community participation in safeguarding Chak Phra Festival of Surat Thani province
nowadays, 2) propose the roles of Buddhist monks on community participation in
safeguarding Chak Phra Festival of Surat Thani province for the future. The data were
collected using qualitative research. In-depth interviews were employed to three
groups of samples which are 1) Buddhist monks, 2) members of local society and
3) organizations related to culture. The data were analyzed by categories of
interpretation and inductive summary.

The results show that Buddhist monks play important roles on community
participation in safeguarding Chak Phra Festival of Surat Thani province by advising and
cooperating. They also organize and decorate the Chak Phra boats themselves.
In addition, they act as the heir of cultures and traditions as well as coordinate with
public organizations through the process beforehand namely early preparation,
preparation before Chak Phra day, operation Chak Phra day, and operation after
Chak Phra day. These roles are based on the trust of society on Buddhist monks as the
spiritual leaders.

The research further proposes that Buddhist monks should have

in-depth knowledge on cultures and traditions as well as dharmic principles in order
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(4)

to safeguard Chak Phra Festival of Surat Thani province. Moreover, the monks should
have positive relationships to society, be able to spread and support cultural matters.
However, all members of society including public and private organizations should
listen to everyone’s voices in order to virtually operate and safeguard Chak Phra

Festival.

Keywords: the roles of Buddhist monks, cooperation, safeguarding,

Chak Phra Festival, Surat Thani Province
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