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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study ghost narratives on The Shock FM as ghost
tales in popular culture. The narratives on the radio program are based on personal
experiences and have been reproduced as ghost stories for radio broadcast. The
study of 136 stories from the program revealed that there are 7 tale types which are
1) haunted places, 2) spirit encounters, 3) possessed objects, 4) spirits who returning
home, 5) amulets and talismans, 6) death and resurrection, and 7) black magic
performers. These tale types reflect the success formula of ghost narratives
reproduced on the Shock FM which are so popular among the audience that there
are reproductions of those narratives in various entertainment media.

Ghost narratives on The Shock radio program have various roles. Firstly,
as ghost tales in popular culture, the stories are a form of entertainment that
provides the audience a way to relax and escape from the hardship of city life.
Secondly, the narratives help transmit Buddhist beliefs and practices in Thai
Buddhism society. Lastly, they also have an economic role as the reproduction of

the narratives in different types of media has financial values. The Shock FM ghost
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narratives reflect Thai Buddhism society in which different beliefs are merged and

reveal the beliefs and practices about ghosts in contemporary Thai society.

Keywords: Ghost, Narratives, Radio program, The Shock FM radio, Tale type, Popular

Culture
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Amusement is, obviously, one of the functions of folklore,
and an important one; but even this statement cannot be
accepted today as a complete answer, for it is apparent that
beneath a great deal of humor lies a deeper meaning... But
folklore also reveals man’s attempts to escape in fantasy from
the conditions of his geographical environment and from his own
biological limitations as a member of the genus and species
Homo sapiens.
A second function of folklore is that which it plays in
validating culture, in justifying its rituals and institutions to those
who perform and observe them. . . .
A third function of folklore is that which it plays in education,
particularly, but not exclusively, in nonliterate societies. . . .
In the fourth place, folklore fulfills the important but often
overlooked function of maintaining comformity to the accepted
patterns of behavior. (Bascom, William. 1965, pp.290-294)
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