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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to explore public spaces at all levels which comprise
macro level referring to urban planning dimension or urban scale, meso level issuing
spatial dimension or district scale and micro level addressing operational dimension or
individual scale. It proposed an integration of urban design and planning, architecture
and environmental psychology disciplines to comprehend the public spaces in Thai
context by using Bangkok as a study area. In macro level, the study method
encompassed potential area identification for Thai public spaces. This process was
performed through weighting of four main selected factors including urbanity,
creativity, identity and sustainability via urban design and planning experts and then
applying Geographic Information System (GIS) technique for Cluster analysis. The
results revealed that Thai urban public spaces can be classified into five types
according to different contexts influencing roles and pattern of space utilization
including 1) Urban public space located in the city center with main characteristics of
access and convenience that can serve various activities and user groups; 2)
Community public space representing community location features originated by

clustering sub-components of Thai society such as residence, institution and religious
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place. This zone exhibited a crucial role of the center serving activities and enhancing
social interaction of community; 3) Public spaces in the old town district positioned in
the traditional district as the first community settlement area or city center in the past.
It was surrounded by a variety of amenities together with buildings and valuable
historical sites; 4) Open public space concerned as urban infrastructure with
characteristics of large-scale open area spreading across the community. Its role is to
serve activities enhancing people’s quality of life in the area and its vicinity. Its function
also promotes social interaction within community as well as decent environment in
the city; 5) Public space in the sub-center located outside the city with outstanding
characteristics of providing convenient lifestyles for residents in the surrounding areas.

Furthermore, the study of meso-level public spaces through survey of
physical characteristics of the selected areas of different group of public space found
that each type of urban public space in Thailand represented different contextuality
in built environment of both inside and surrounding areas including permeability,
variety, legibility, robustness, visual appropriateness, richness and personalization. The
comparative study based on mapping overlay illustrated that the physical feature
results of each perspective in that each public space type has its own specific
characteristics of environmental conditions and area components in terms of
accessibility, activity, element, settlement district of ethnic group and landmark. These
aspects have an influence on identity of insimilar type of urban public space in
Thailand affecting sense of place in different ways.

Finally, the findings also exemplified micro-level public spaces based on
interviewing a sample of users of each public space type that revealed different
characteristics with regard to social and economic information, behavior on space
utilization and attitudes related to public space. The results found the utilization of
public space of Thai people reflected relations on social, economic and environmental
factors in two patterns of utilization comprising; 1) The use of public space along with
the way of life descended from the past, especially reflection of the importance of
area with reference to religious belief and faith and riverside bonding; and 2) The use

of public space depending on social change and urban dynamics such as public space
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utilization for providing lifestyle convenience that reflects different recognitions of
users’ sense of belonging.

With an integrating of analysis through three levels of public spaces can
be considered as an area development method respecting to Thai contexts and actual
user groups. Likewise, users, spaces, and its enclosed context are dynamics in
consequence of natural occurrence and man-made for properly using and being used
at all level. Moreover, planning of suitable public spaces with roles, enclosed contexts,
lifestyles and users’ needs can be regarded as area development sustainability. Since
public spaces represent as the center of relationship between society, economy and
environment, thus strengthening equal right to access the area for all can help in
supporting users’ quality of life in terms of physical and mental health and facilitating
lifestyle convenience. As well, simultaneously creating higher value of areas is a
perfectly evidence by clearly emphasizing the importance and meaning of each place
as well as upgrading environmental conditions and scenery of city.

The development of public spaces consistent with Thai lifestyles and
urban contexts enhances perception of space for residents and visitors. It enables
people living in the area to recognize place value and importance, pride on area
possession as key mechanism for prominently building Thai social identity and

providing sustainability.

Keywords: Urban public space, Social identity, Sustainability
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WOANIIUNN | sloyAAs nsiwdendunadeny Tiesdell, 1998
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1949115 UM Iude JUuUuLiles AW Inuay Graham and Harry, 1976;
wAnssu Aosuaznau msliussloniffiu wagnns Manler and Guix, 1998
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AUNNY \HuusvaunisaiuerUifniusvosldanluiud fadu | Carmona et al, 2010;
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mwémauauaaﬁiaé’ﬂwmzmamamwLLawﬁwﬁWaasJ Punter, 1991; Relph,
voadles lnansudunuslaasneassdandyayinu 1976; Kaymaz, 2013;
aoudi ﬂizéju‘lﬁl,ﬁ@msmwﬁﬂiuamﬁwaﬁuﬁ N3 Graham and Harry, 1976;
fagansldau mssuianumsldou uagauduius | Manler and Guix, 1998
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2.3.1.1 Yoyaideinui

Joyatanuidudeyanifesdesiumuniiinivesdayasie 9 uu

[
=] v

wulan anunsauanstoyadnuazls 2 JULUU Ao Jeyauandiianie (Vector) uasdoyauans
Snwmzfunia (Raster) Insdoyauansfianisie doyafiuanidae 9n 1du niofiudl 7
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Y248 (factor) WWeafiu TauraienTIdeUAMUFUNUSTo WAz Uadsuas AURLT UG YD LA
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Tuwsvestady lnanilusednsla O factor score qaLLamfjﬂﬁmamauauawiaﬂa%’aﬁumm
(fiaen Nivddayan, 2552; yeyeeu laui, 2550)
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1 <@ v 6 a (% | I Vo aa A
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3.1.1 Yoyaugugil (Primary Data)
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v

3.1.2 Yayayisnil (Secondary Data)
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a a
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Lz sIINAINANLRY NTUNNUNIUAT VaYALVEYUYULEBAAINA TN HAUIBIANTYLYY
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WPEIfUADTEUUMNUNN N TmanT
3.2 NGUAIDEIATNITANUAYUIANGNADENS

naufeg1aluITeUsenausie 3 ngunan MusEAUNITITY tawn 1) nqu

miatluseduls uar 2) ndumegslusziuynna lnulisiuasiden fail

3.2.1 ngudagneluseaurs
I 0 & [ 1 o & A & A
naudegnguilaziuiiefnnseaiuiasisuzvedlngoanannuivg
dl' o ! L A A [ ! v aa L4
n3annunIuAs Wetlugnisdnnguinunaisisae laaidungu ity idusvaunisel
M ANALITD i UNITOBNLULLATIIRLEDY 91uIU 80 AW wueendu 4 nau nau
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nauAiuszaunisel 1 - 9 U Anludewar 55 sesasundungu 10 - 19 U viefosaz 35 uay
nau 20 - 29 U Anidusesas 10
3.2.1.2 AUNUINMUILUNIASY
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10 - 19 U Anvdufovay 39.1 sesasundungu 20 - 29 U niofeway 30.4 nqu 1 - 9 U An
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3.2.1.4 AAWNULNBBNLUUAS19855A
& B v Iz ¢ | ° o oA & A
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senaniudiAnuionn Tnedsznousie 2 Suneudes A 1) nsiesasuAudIRgyUady
way 2) MIszyfiuftassusvedine lnefineasdondel
3.3.2.1 nsiseeaauANdIAyUade (Ranking Method)

WuitnsiSeeaduanudifgaesdady wavaiuisadimanis
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