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ABSTRACT

Jinpingmei is a Chinese literature written during the Ming Dynasty, which
is considered to be the One of Four Great Ming-era novels along with the Romance
of the Three Kingdoms, Journey to the West and Water Margin. Later, due to a
number of scenes depicting sodomy, it was classified as a forbidden book. Later in
the Qing Dynasty, the novel of dreams in the Red Chamber was replaced and called

»

“The Four Great Chinese Novels”. However, nowadays, many people who are
interested in studying Jinpingmei literature find that much of this literature is not
about sex or depiction of erotic scenes, but a reflection of Chinese society in the
Ming Dynasty. The period when China's society and economy reached its peak, rural
society transformed into urban society. The power of money changes the way
people think, makes people fascinated in money, wealth, and physical needs,
affecting the broader Chinese society.

This research focuses on the issue of Confucian women ethics in
Jinpingmei literature through the attitudes and behaviors of female characters. By
studying the three main characters: Pan Jinian, Li Ping'er and Pang Chunmei, including

some of the female characters who are closely related to Ximen Qing, the studies

have shown that Literary women in Jinpingmei are divided into two groups: women
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who behave contrary to Confucius feminine ethics, which are the majority of women
in the novel; and a group of women who adhere to women's ethics strictly. All the
women in Jinpingmei still fall within the Confucius concept. Most of the women's
moral paradoxical behavior is merely an attempt motivated by society, not an
opposition to the Confucian tradition. Jinpingmei is a literature that reflects Confucius
concept of female virtue ethics, including the social and female status of the Ming

Dynasty.

Keywords: Jinpingmei, Chinese literature, Chinese woman, Female virtue ethics
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