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ABSTRACT

This thesis studies the role of the professor, educator and writer Mom
Luang (M.L.) Pin Malakul as a member of the Thai elite network in educational
projects from 1947 to 1969, and examine how these projects affected the
development of the Thai educational system. Data was collected from primary and
secondary sources, including documents from the National Archives of Thailand
(NAT), official documents, the memoirs of M.L. Pin Malakul and his circle, textbooks,
and published articles.

Results were that soon after the Second World War, M.L. Pin Malakul
began different educational projects with support from international organizations.
The goal of these projects was to strengthen conditions for educational
development through fundamental education. This coincided with initiatives from
the incoming government of Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat adjusting targets to
coordinate with governmental policy. This in turn led to the Regional Education
Development Project including Higher Education (REDPHE), aiming to expand all
levels of education into rural areas. The result of two decades of projects influenced
development of Thai education due to the following five advantages: 1) personal

qualifications of M.L. Pin Malakul; 2) Ministry of Education royal nationalism networks;
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(3)

3) budgeting; 4) Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat’s rural economic development; 5) civic

educational values.

Keywords: M.L. Pin Malakul, Thai elite network, Educational projects.
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