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ABSTRACT

Sexuality in Thai society appears on various media, including textbooks that have been
transmitted through educational institutions as health education textbook. This research aimed
to study the characteristics of sexuality as well as the reproduction and myths about sexuality
in health education textbooks of secondary school by textual analysis according to the semiotic

concept through language, images and colors.

The study found that the front cover of the textbook does not present sexuality
because the illustrations are image of food. Then, content with illustrations have reflected
sexuality characteristic in term of values, beliefs, and behavior. Lastly, content without
illustrations have emphasized sexuality in term of values and beliefs. These are myths
representing heterosexuality leading to various myths, such as gender roles coming up with
gender role expectation, and gender stereotypes accompanying with male superiority and
female inferiority. However, some contents reflect the deconstruction of gender roles by
representing the sexuality of alternative gender, implantation of gender equality, including
acceptance of women ability and intelligence. Noticeably, these contents are rarely found that
implies ignorance. This study leads to the development of contents and illustrations to more

cover sexuality by studying sex education learning in foreign countries as a guideline.

Keywords: Sexuality, Health education textbook, Myths
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