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ABSTRACT

This research analyzed the effectiveness of laws and policies in Book V of the
Thailand Civil and Commercial Code (TCCC) and Child Adoption Act, B.E. 2522 (1979;
The Act) to evaluate rights and duties of all stakeholders. The aim was to analyze legal
impact of adoption in Thailand as well as exploring possibilities for revising Thai
adoption laws. An international comparative legal approach was used to find
appropriate models for formulating a new amendment on required qualifications for
potential child adopted according to Book V of the TCCC and The Act.

Awareness of legal loopholes and deficiencies of current Thai statutes was
essential for proposing an appropriate amendment to resolve issues with terms and
conditions of lawful child adoption as well as preventing child trafficking in compliance
with lawful child adoption models.

Results were that current Thai adoption law has flaws that require prompt
amendment by authorities to consider adopted children age limits and the right to
know personal information about adopters; conditions or agreements other than
parental powers after termination of the relationship between adopter and adoptee;
duration of adopted childcare trial period; determination of criminal liability for sex
offenses by adopter; and establishing action plans for lawful child adoption models to

prevent child trafficking.
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%Uiaﬂqmqiyﬁ‘iﬁmz‘mwﬂizmﬁ Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption,” dududlotud 13 Jqurgu 2564, 910
http://www.adoption.dsdw.go.th/adop
tion-11.html

’ Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 1 “The objects of the present Convention are

(a) to establish safeguards to ensure that intercountry adoptions take place
in the best interests of the child and with respect for his or her fundamental rights as
recognized in international law

(b) to establish a system of cooperation amongst Contracting States to
ensure that those safeguards are respected and thereby prevent the abduction, the
sale of, or traffic in children

(c) to secure the recognition in Contracting States of adoptions made in

accordance with the Convention.”
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* Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 2 “(1) The Convention shall apply where a
child habitually resident in one Contracting State (“the State of origin”) has been, is
being, or is to be moved to another Contracting State (“the receiving State”) either
after his or her adoption in the State of origin by spouses or a person habitually resident
in the receiving State, or for the purposes of such an adoption in the receiving State
or in the State of origin.

(2) The Convention covers only adoptions which create a permanent
parent-child relationship.”

> Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 3 “The Convention ceases to apply if the
agreements mentioned in Article 17, sub-paragraph ¢, have not been given before the

child attains the age of eighteen years.”
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% Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 4 “An adoption within the scope of the
Convention shall take place only if the competent authorities of the State of origin

(a) have established that the child is adoptable

(b) have determined, after possibilities for placement of the child within
the State of origin have been given due consideration, that an intercountry adoption
is in the child’s best interests

(c) have ensured that

(1) the person, institutions and authorities whose consent is necessary for
adoption, have been counselled as may be necessary and duly informed of the effects
of their consent, in particular whether or not an adoption will result in the termination
of the legal relationship between the child and his or her family of origin,

(2) such persons, institutions and authorities have given their consent
freely, in the required legal form, and expressed or evidenced in writing,

(3) the consents have not been induced by payment or compensation of
any kind and have not been withdrawn, and

(4) the consent of the mother, where required, has been given only after
the birth of the child and

(d) have ensured, having regard to the age and degree of maturity of the

child, that
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(1) he or she has been counselled and duly informed of the effects of the
adoption and of his or her consent to the adoption, where such consent is required,

(2) consideration has been given to the child’s wishes and opinions,

(3) the child’s consent to the adoption, where such consent is required,
has been given freely, in the required legal form, and expressed or evidenced in writing,
and

(4) such consent has not been induced by payment or compensation of
any kind.”

" Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 5 “An adoption within the scope of the
Convention shall take place only if the competent authorities of the receiving State

(a) have determined that the prospective adoptive parents are eligible and
suited to adopt.

(b) have ensured that the prospective adoptive parents have been
counselled as may be necessary; and

(c) have determined that the child is or will be authorized to enter and

reside permanently in that State.”
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® Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 6 “(1) A Contracting State shall designate a
Central Authority to discharge the duties which are imposed by the Convention upon
such authorities.

(2) Federal States, States with more than one system of law or States
having autonomous territorial units shall be free to appoint more than one Central
Authority and to specify the territorial or personal extent of their functions. Where a
State has appointed more than one Central Authority, it shall designate the Central
Authority to which any communication may be addressed for transmission to the
appropriate Central Authority within that State”

? Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 7“(1) Central Authorities shall co-operate with
each other and promote cooperation amongst the competent authorities in their
States to protect children and to achieve the other objects of the Convention.

(2) They shall take directly all appropriate measures to -

(a) provide information as to the laws of their States concerning adoption
and other general information, such as statistics and standard forms

(b) keep one another informed about the operation of the Convention and,

as far as possible, eliminate any obstacles to its application.”
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% Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 8 “Central Authorities shall take, directly or
through public authorities, all appropriate measures to prevent improper financial or
other gain in connection with an adoption and to deter all practices contrary to the
objects of the Convention.”

! Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 9 “Central Authorities shall take, directly or
through public authorities or other bodies duly accredited in their State, all appropriate
measures, in particular to -

(a) facilitate, follow and expedite proceedings with a view to obtaining the
adoption

(b) promote the development of adoption counselling and post-adoption
services in their States

(c) provide each other with general evaluation reports about experience
with intercountry adoption

(d) reply, in so far as is permitted by the law of their State, to justified
requests from other Central Authorities or public authorities for information about a

particular adoption situation.
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2 Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 10“Accreditation shall only be granted to and
maintained by bodies demonstrating their competence to carry out properly the tasks
with which they may be entrusted. And Article 11 “An accredited body shall (a) pursue
only non-profit objectives according to such conditions and within such limits as may
be established by the competent authorities of the State of accreditation.

(b) be directed and staffed by persons qualified by their ethical standards
and by training or experience to work in the field of intercountry adoption; and

(c) be subject to supervision by competent authorities of that State as to
its composition, operation and financial situation.”

"* Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 12 “A body accredited in one Contracting
State may act in another Contracting State only if the competent authorities of both
States have authorized it to do so.”

' Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 13 “The designation of the Central Authorities
and, where appropriate, the extent of their functions, as well as the names and
addresses of the accredited bodies shall be communicated by each Contracting State

to the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private International Law.”
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"> Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 14 “Persons habitually resident in a
Contracting State, who wish to adopt a child habitually resident in another Contracting
State, shall apply to the Central Authority in the State of their habitual residence.”

' Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 15 “(1) If the Central Authority of the receiving
State is satisfied that the applicants are eligible and suited to adopt, it shall prepare a
report including information about their identity, eligibility and suitability to adopt,
background, family and medical history, social environment, reasons for adoption,
ability to undertake an intercountry adoption, as well as the characteristics of the
children for whom they would be qualified to care

(2) It shall transmit the report to the Central Authority of the State of

origin.”
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" Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 16 “(1) If the Central Authority of the State of
origin is satisfied that the child is adoptable, it shall (a) prepare a report including
information about his or her identity, adoptability, backeround, social environment,
family history, medical history including that of the child’s family, and any special
needs of the child; (b) give due consideration to the child’s upbringing and to his or
her ethnic, religious and cultural background; (c) ensure that consents have been
obtained in accordance with Article 4; and (d) determine, on the basis in particular of
the reports relating to the child and the prospective adoptive parents, whether
envisaged placement is in the best interests of the child.

(2) It shall transmit to the Central Authority of the receiving State its
report on the child, proof that the necessary consents have been obtained and the
reasons for its determination on the placement, taking care not to reveal the identity
of the mother and the father if, in the State of origin, these identities may not be
disclosed.”

'8 Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 17 “Any decision in the State of origin that a

child should be entrusted to prospective adoptive parents may only be made if —
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(a) the Central Authority of that State has ensured that the prospective
adoptive parents agree.

(b) the Central Authorities of receiving States has approved such decision,
where such approval is required by the law of that State or by the Central Authority
of the State of origin.

(c) the Central Authorities of both States have agreed that the adoption
may proceed; and

(d) it has been determined, in accordance with Article 5, that the
prospective adoptive parents are eligible and suited to adopt and that the child is or
will be authorized to enter and reside permanently in the receiving State.”

' Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 18 “The Central Authorities of both States
shall take all necessary steps to obtain permission for the child to leave the State of
origin and to enter and reside permanently in the receiving State.”

% Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 19 “(1) The transfer of the child to the
receiving State may only be carried out if the requirements of Article 17 have been
satisfied.

(2) The Central Authorities of both States shall ensure that this transfer
takes place in secure and appropriate circumstances and, if possible, in the company
of the adoptive or prospective adoptive parents.

(3) If the transfer of the child does not take place, the reports referred to

in Articles 15 and 16 are to be sent back to the authorities who forwarded them.”
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! Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 20 “The Central Authorities shall keep each
other informed about the adoption process and the measures taken to complete it,
as well as about the progress of the placement if a probationary period is required.”

2 Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 21 “(1) Where the adoption is to take place
after the transfer of the child to the receiving State and it appears to the Central
Authority of that State and the continued placement of the child with the prospective
adoptive parents is not in the child’s best interests, such Central Authority shall take
the measures necessary to protect the child, in particular

(a) to cause the child to be withdrawn from the prospective adoptive
parents and to arrange temporary care;

(b) in consultation with the Central Authority of the State of origin , to
arrange without delay a new placement of the child with a view to adoption or, if this

is not appropriate, to arrange alternative long term care; an adoption shall not take
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place until the Central Authority of the State of origin has been duly informed
concerning the new prospective adoptive parents;

() as a last resort, to arrange the return of the child, if his or her interests
SO require.

(2) Having regard in particular to the age and degree of maturity of the
child, he or she shall be consulted and, where appropriate, his or her consent obtained
in relation to measures to be taken under this Article.

> Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in respect
of Intercountry Adoption Article 22 “(1) The functions of a Central Authority under this
Chapter may be performed by public authorities or by bodies accredited under
Chapter Ill, to the extent permitted by the law of its State.”

* Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in respect
of Intercountry Adoption Article 23 “(1) An adoption certified by the competent
authority of the State of the adoption as having been made in accordance with the
Convention shall be recognized by operation of law in the other Contracting States.
The certificate shall specify when and by whom the agreements under Article 17, sub-

paragraph c, were given.
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(2) Each Contracting State shall, at the time of signature, ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, notify the depositary of the Convention of the
identity and the functions of the authority or the authorities which, in that State, are
competent to make the certification. It shall also notify the depositary of any
modification in the designation of these authorities.”

> Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 24 “ The recognition of an adoption may be
refused in a Contracting State only of the adoption is manifestly contrary to its public
policy, taking into account the best interests of the child.”

“® Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in
respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 25 “Any Contracting State may declare to the
depositary of the Convention that it will not be bound under this Convention to
recognize adoptions made in accordance with an agreement concluded by application
of Article 39. Paragraph 2.”

" Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in

respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 26 “(1) The recognition of an adoption
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includes recognition of (a) the legal parent-child relationship between the child and
his or her adoptive parents; (b) parental responsibility of the adoptive parents for the
child; (c) the termination of a preexisting legal relationship between the child and his
or her mother and father, if the adoption has this effect in the Contracting State where
it was made.

(2) In the case of an adoption having the effect of terminating a pre-existing
legal parent-child relationship, the child shall enjoy in the receiving State, and in any
other Contracting State where the adoption is recognized, rights equivalent to those
resulting from adoptions having this effect in each such State.

(3) The preceding paragraphs shall not prejudice the application of any
provision more favorable for the child, in force in the Contracting State which
recognizes the adoption.”

“ Hague Convention on the Protection of children and Cooperation in

143

respect of Intercountry Adoption Article 27 “(1) Where an adoption granted in the
State of origin does not have the effect of terminating a pre-existing legal parent-child
relationship, it may, in the receiving State which recognizes the adoption under the
Convention, be converted into an adoption having such an effect (a) if the law of the
receiving State so permits; and (b) if the consents referred to in Article 4, sub-
paragraphs c and d, have been or are given for the purpose of such an adoption.

(2) Article 23 applies to the decision converting the adoption.
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Tuadndulddngvuiew 89 unN15SULATUYEITY Adoption Law of the
People's Republic of China Iﬂ&ﬁﬂizﬁ:ﬂﬂ%’ﬂﬂ 23 ¥23AENIIUNIT (Standing Committee
of the National People's Congress) i Tuil 29 suinau w.¢. 2534 wavaou Julaiinis

U dy U a .

whlungrunenissuidssynsyysssuluanssnsgussnvuiulagauznssunis (Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress) ¥ un1tun1suseyuns 99 509
ARMENIINNIT (Standing Committee of the Ninth National People's Congress) U4
a1snsuesgUTErvuduluiud 4 ngednneu we. 2541 wazazsulinadeAulluiun 1

Wwweu WA, 25427 uaglawdlungruienisausavesasisusgussysuduninvulunig

# The standing committee of the national people's congress, “Adoption Law
of the people's Republic of China,” Retrieved on Apr 2, 2021, from http://fwec.org/China
adoption law 98.ntm
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%% The standing committee of the national people's congress, “Marriage law
of the people's republic of China,” Retrieved on Apr 2, 2021, from http:// www.helplinelaw.

com/law/china/marriage/mlaw.php
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°! Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1098 “A prospective
adopter shall meet all the following conditions:

(1) having no child or only one child

(2) being capable of raising, educating, and protecting the adoptee

(3) not suffering from any disease that is deemed medically unfit to be an
adopter

(4) having no criminal record unfavorable to the healthy growth of the
adoptee; and

(5) reaching the age of thirty.”
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32 Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1099 Adoption of a
child from one’s collateral relatives by blood of the same generation and up to the
third degree of kinship may be exempted from the restrictions provided in
Subparagraph (3) of Article 1093, Subparagraph (3) of Article 1094, and Article 1102 of
this Code.

** Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1099 paragraph 2
“Adoption of a child by an overseas Chinese from his collateral relatives by blood of
the same generation and up to the third degree of kinship may also be exempted from
the restrictions prescribed in Subparagraph (1) of Article 1098 of this Code.”

** Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1100 paragraph 1
“A childless adopter may adopt two children, and an adopter with one child may
adopt only one more child.”

% Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1100 paragraph 2
“Adoption of an orphan, a minor with disabilities, or a minor in a children’s welfare
institution whose natural parents cannot be traced may be exempted from the
restrictions provided in the preceding paragraph and Subparagraph (1) of Article 1098
of this Code.”
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%% Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1102 “Where a
person without a spouse intends to adopt a child of a different gender, the prospective
adopter shall be at least forty years older than the adoptee.”

°" Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1109 paragraph 1
“Foreign nationals may adopt children in the People's Republic of China in accordance
with law”

The adoption of a child by a foreign national in the People's Republic of
China shall be subject to the review and approval of the competent authorities of the
foreign national's country of residence in accordance with the law of that country. The
foreign adopter shall submit documents issued by the competent authorities of his
country of residence certifying such personal information as his age, marital status,
occupation, financial situation, physical condition, and whether he has criminal record.
The foreign adopter shall conclude a written agreement with the person who places
the child for adoption and register the adoption in person with the civil affairs
department of the people’s government at the level of provinces, autonomous

regions, or municipalities directly under the State Council.
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%% Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1093 “The following
minors may be adopted:

(1) an orphan bereaved of parents

(2) a minor whose natural parents cannot be traced; or

(3) a minor whose natural parents are incapable of raising him due to
unusual difficulties.”

%% Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1104 “Both adoption
and placing for adoption shall be based on mutual consent. Where a minor adoptee
is aged eight or above, his consent shall be obtained.”

%0 Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1097 “Where the
natural parents intend to place their child for adoption, they shall act in concert.
Where one of the natural parents is unknown or cannot be traced, the other parent

may place the child for adoption by himself.”
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! Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1103 “A stepparent
may, with the consent of the natural parents of the stepchild, adopt the stepchild,
and such adoption may be exempted from the restrictions provided in Subparagraph
(3) of Article 1093, Subparagraph (3) of Article 1094, Article 1098, and Subparagraph
(1) of Article 1100 of this Code.”

2 Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1101 “Where a
person with a spouse intends to adopt a child, the person and his spouse shall jointly
adopt the child.”

* Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1094 “The following
individuals and organizations may place a minor for adoption:

(1) the guardian of an orphan;

(2) a children’s welfare institution;

(3)a minor’s natural parents who are incapable of raising him due to

unusual difficulties.
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# Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1095 “Where neither
of the parents of a minor has full capacity for performing civil juristic acts, and where
they may seriously harm the minor, the guardian of the minor may place such minor
for adoption.”

* Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1096 “Where a
guardian intends to place an orphan under his guardianship for adoption, he shall
obtain the consent of the person who has the duty to raise the orphan. Where the
person with the duty to raise the orphan does not consent to the adoption and the
guardian is unwilling to continue exercising guardianship, a successive guardian shall
be appointed in accordance with the provisions of Book One of this Code.”

% Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1105 *“Adoption
shall be registered with the civil affairs department of the people's government at or
above the county level. The adoptive relationship is established upon registration.

In the case of adopting a minor whose parents cannot be traced, the civil
affairs department for adoption registration shall make public notice prior to the
registration.

The parties to an adoptive relationship may enter into an adoption
agreement on a voluntary basis.

Upon request of both parties or one of the parties to an adoptive

relationship, an adoption shall be notarized.”
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" Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1106 *“Upon
establishment of an adoptive relationship, the public security department shall
facilitate household registration for the adoptee in accordance with the relevant
regulations of the State.”

*8 Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1107 “An orphan or
a child whose natural parents are incapable of raising him may be raised by the
relatives or friends of his natural parents. The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply
to the relationship between two persons one of whom is raised by the other.”

* Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1110 “Where an
adopter or a party placing a child for adoption requires that the adoption be kept

confidential, the other persons shall respect their will and shall not disclose it.”

Ref. code: 25636201031017BSL



61

3.2.2 HAYBINTFUYATYRYSTIN

v

[
(g v v 6

duwsiuiinisnensanuduiusvensiuynsuysssy undyaAves

Uszananguanedfmuauanuduiussenirmiowdiugnasthluldivaniuasndiisening

Y wa

WoulysTTHLATYRTUASTIH undydiivesussananguunednauauauduiussening

a a 2/ a 1

winfugfainvesewdaziluldiuansuasninnseninsynsyasssuiugifatdnvesow

UQYSITUYRININGYT +H 8 N15TAA AT URUS 19T UYATYETTY AnSuaznidn

(R

[ v a

MANTUTENINTUUATYYSTIUAUTAINITANUNRTIVOUYY NABAIUYIRATNAUDUY V3

UATUTITUILEUGRAL

CRE7

of

UATUEYSIIN1RLTUINANa0ITA T 01N IANY YT TTUUDINY Y300717
mswananulidleldsuanudusenainynihelunisiuluynsygsss®

n1ssuymsyasssuazioduluas efoduluaznssuniaunsniud

va a

Aualilutauiinidsveslszuranguuisins el HuunUya AN il lundsdoauil

o

o X ) 1 & Y 52
nssude s syysTIuluagliinamenguangluaiu

% Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1111 “ Upon
establishment of an adoptive relationship, the provisions of this Code governing the
parents-children relationship shall apply to the rights and duties between the adoptive
parents and the adopted children. The provisions of this Code governing the
relationship between children and the close relatives of their parents shall apply to
the rights and duties between the adopted children and the close relatives of their
adoptive parents. Upon establishment of an adoptive relationship, the rights and duties
arising between the adoptee and his natural parents as well as the latter’s other close
relatives shall be terminated.”

>! Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1112 “An adopted
child may take the surname of his adoptive father or mother or may retain his original
surname upon consent of all the parties to the adoption.”

>2 Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1113 “An adoption
shall be void when it constitutes a void civil juristic act as provided in Book One of this
Code or violates the provisions provided in this Book. A void adoption has no legal

effect ab initio.”
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>* Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1114 “No adopter
may dissolve an adoptive relationship before the adoptee has reached the majority
age unless there is an agreement between the adopter and the party who places the
child for adoption to dissolve such relationship. Where an adoptee is aged eight or
above, his own consent thereto shall be obtained. Where an adopter fails to perform
the duty to raise the adoptee or commits maltreatment, desertion, or other acts
infringing upon the lawful rights and interests of the minor adoptee, the person who
has placed the child for adoption has the right to request that the adoptive relationship
be dissolved. Where an adopter and a party who has placed a child for adoption fail
to reach an agreement for dissolution of the adoptive relationship, either party may
file a lawsuit with the people’s court.”

>* Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1115 “Where the
relationship between the adoptive parents and the adopted child who has become
an adult so deteriorates that they are unable to live together, the adoption may be
dissolved by agreement. Where the parties fail to reach such an agreement, either

party may file a lawsuit with the people's court.”
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>> Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1116 “Where the
parties agree to dissolve an adoptive relationship, they shall register the dissolution
with the civil affairs department.”

*® Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1118 “ After
dissolution of an adoptive relationship, an adoptee who has been raised up by the
adoptive parents and now become an adult shall provide living expenses to his
adoptive parents who lack both the capacity to work and the means to support
themselves. Where an adoptive relationship is dissolved because the adopted child
maltreats or deserts his adoptive parents after the adopted child has become an adult,
the adoptive parents may request the adoptee to compensate for the expenses
incurred to raise the adoptee during the adoption period.

Where dissolution of an adoptive relationship is required by the natural
parents of the adoptee, the adoptive parents may request the natural parents of the
adoptee to appropriately compensate for the expenses incurred to raise the adoptee
during the adoption period, unless the adoptive relationship is dissolved because the

adoptive parents maltreat or desert the adoptee.”
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! Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1104 “Both adoption
and placing for adoption shall be based on mutual consent. Where a minor adoptee

is aged eight or above, his consent shall be obtained.”
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? Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1102 “Where a
person without a spouse intends to adopt a child of a different gender, the prospective
adopter shall be at least forty years older than the adoptee.”

* Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1110 “Where an
adopter or a party placing a child for adoption requires that the adoption be kept
confidential, the other persons shall respect their will and shall not disclose it.”

> Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China Article 1111 “Upon

establishment of an adoptive relationship, the provisions of this Code governing the
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parents-children relationship shall apply to the rights and duties between the adoptive
parents and the adopted children. The provisions of this Code governing the
relationship between children and the close relatives of their parents shall apply to
the rights and duties between the adopted children and the close relatives of their
adoptive parents. Upon establishment of an adoptive relationship, the rights and duties
arising between the adoptee and his natural parents as well as the latter’s other close
relatives shall be terminated.”
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