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ABSTRACT

A comparative study of Subdistrict Headman and Village Headman tenure
for the Local Administration Act B.E. 2457. The area of study; Wang Noi District in
Ayutthaya Province. This comparative study of Subdistrict Headman and Village
Headman tenure for the Local Administration Act B.E. 2457 in Section 14 (1) states
that the Village Headman must vacate the position once they turn sixty years of age.

However, a change to the requirement regarding the age of a person who
was held as the Village Headman has been made in the past already. The original Act
was specified as a term of five years for holding the position, it has now changed so
that the Village Headman shall hold the position until they turn sixty years of age
and the aforementioned Act is still used until the present time.

The purposes of this study are to compare the differences between a
tenure in the original Act and the present one; to study the authority and function of

the Subdistrict Headman and the Village Headman, this includes their development
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since the past until the present day and to study the future of the authority and
function of their roles. | used qualitative research methods during this study by
collecting 2 types of data; studying from existing relevant documents and in-depth
interviews.

Here are the results.

1. Based on the research and data collection from the sample groups
and relevant documents, | found that all of the sample groups besides a group of
people who were holding the position or had previously held the position as the
Subdistrict/Village Headman, both before and after the amendment of the Local
Administration Act in B.E. 2457, were mutually agreed about this issue.

That is that a term of five years for holding the position is more efficient
than holding the position until they turn sixty years of age. This is due to the fact
that the long tenure in that position significantly increased the probability of their
performance declining. Moreover, the engagement with the people’s needs in their
areas and their enthusiasm to face new challenges may also decrease with tenure.

2. Regarding the period of tenure for the Subdistrict Headman and the
Village Headman, based on the data collected from several people who were
related to the abovementioned topic, they were all in agreement that the different
types of tenure can have different effects on the prevention of exploitation as an
influential figure in those areas along with being a factor in the exploitation also.

3. The tenure for the Village Headman from continuous and
discontinuous perspectives can affect how efficiently they can implement the
government’s policies in their areas and how it affects the people in a beneficial or
detrimental way.

As | did the survey and interviewed the sample groups, | collected their
opinions towards the tenure for the Village Headman as | aforementioned. The
majority of them agreed that a person who can hold this position until they are sixty
years of age can perform better as there is less disruption to the continuous

roadmap. Additionally, the community can benefit greater from this consistency.
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4. This was a study to find out if the different types of tenure will create
conflict within the villages and subdistricts or not. The study shown that all four
sample groups were in agreement with each other.

The results reveal that a difference in tenure between leading for 5 years
or until they are sixty years of age did not significantly affect the conflicts within the
areas.

The data collected from interviews found that conflicts will happen in
society regardless of politics. Having a tenure until sixty years of age is just a form of
political machinery to minimize the number of conflicts that might occur in those
areas.

5. This is to discuss the probability of tenure alteration for the
Village/Subdistrict Headman in the future.

The research was conducted on four sample groups in the area; Wang
Noi District in Ayutthaya Province and the results show that they are in agreement
that the tenure should be reverted back to how the Act was in the past whereby the
Village/Subdistrict Headman should only lead for a maximum of 5 years.

By amending the Act, we can help reduce the monopolization of
governance towards the Headman, which would otherwise accumulate their
influence in their respective areas in addition to a lack of attachment to their own
people. Currently it goes contrary to the core principals of demographic governance

and less in favor of the political culture in their community.

Keywords: Headman, Village Headman, Term
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