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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to examine, discover, and assemble
the historical information and the tangible and intangible cultural heritage of the Talad-
Noi Community regarding its outstanding cultural values. To conduct an investigation,
the methodology used in this study was qualitative—the data collection comprised of
two procedures. First and foremost, the analysis of its historical and archival pieces of
evidence and literature review was performed and followed by the field surveys and
in-depth interviews from twenty-five samples.

The findings revealed that the Talad-Noi community was one of the
oldest communities in Bangkok. Through time, its evolution showed that this
neighborhood possessed exceptional physical diversity, economic activities, and social
structure that influenced the locals' way of living. Nonetheless, the community
maintained the traditions in its culture, which was demonstrated through the remaining
structure. It was associated with the community's settlement history, where people
first settled during the Ayutthaya period. Subsequently, the arrival of the urban road
network, especially Charoen Krung Road, forced a change in the settlement pattern,
most importantly, from the cluster settlement to the linear settlement. The urban

road generated the building line in this community. Additionally, the Talad-Noi
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community implied cultural diversity via its architectural design and function,
representing the centuries of population movement and migration such as Chinese,
Vietnamese, and Portuguese. On the other hand, the intangible cultural heritage was
incorporated into the rituals, traditions, settings, and locals' beliefs that connected to
the people in this community throughout the years. Exceptionally, these elements,
especially its beliefs, constituted the neighborhood's history, culture, and way of living.
The interconnection between the people and their locality was displayed by the
religious ceremony, superstition, and traditions embedded in the Talad-Noi
community's culture. Thus, these accommodated shared spaces and social gatherings,
which led to the proposal for preserving and restoring the community, including its
development plan and cultural heritage preservation that might strengthen and

promote a strong cultural identity among residents of different generations.

Keywords: Cultural Identity, Way of Living, Beliefs, Talad-Noi Community
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