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ABSTRACT

Between 2014 and 2019, several Thai independent films gained
international recognition through festival screenings and awards, enhancing the global
visibility of Thailand’s independent cinema. Yet, these films simultaneously
encountered constraints imposed by the domestic socio-political climate under the
NCPO regime. Their continuous movement across the film value chain presents a
compelling phenomenon deserving of scholarly attention.

This thesis examines the formation of Thai independent cinema during
the NCPO era through the lenses of mobility and the culture of resistance. It seeks to
identify the characteristics of independent films under military rule and explore their
evolving relationship with the social structures and institutions that shape their
oppositional stance. Employing qualitative methods, the study draws on in-depth
interviews with directors, distributors, exhibitors, and audiences, alongside participant
observation at independent screening spaces in Bangkok and regional areas (Songkhla
and Lopburi). It focuses on analyzing three films: By the Time It Gets Dark (2016),
Nakorn-Sawan (2018), and Away (2019).

Findings indicate that Thai independent cinema during this period
embodied a fluid and evolving identity, shaped by its trajectories along the film

value chain. Conventional definitions based on production modes and financing
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(@)

models prove insufficient; rather, the core of “independence” resides in the films’
subjects and aesthetic strategies of resistance. As these films traverse production,
distribution, and exhibition networks, they confront state and market forces,
articulating oppositional relations with dominant cultural institutions—namely, the
state, religion, and family. Consequently, independent films function not only as
artistic media but also as vehicles of negotiation, resistance, and the reconfiguration
of memory and politics. Moreover, the mobility of these films underscores
institutional resistance, as they reject mainstream circuits in favor of alternative
screening spaces that cultivate critical dialogue and foster meaningful engagement

among audiences and film texts.

Keywords: Mobility, Resistance Culture, Thai Independent Cinema
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AR 1.11

BN Il TYaRIN e UnTUBNN TV Bloor

e
The Independent Film Project Value Chain DA e
(By activity. Conventional European / U$ indie, non-studio. © Peter Bloore, 2009) Producer: sells new license after reversion
(Source: Bloore (2009) Re-defining the Independent Film Value Chain) Producer: remake / sequel (back 1o start)
Element Development Financing Production: International International ibition &
& pre-sales Shoot & Post Sales and Distribution Exploitation
Licensing
Screenplay Writer Progucer (5) Director Interational Sales Agent Distrbutor / Terriorial Windows of expiotation are as | Consumers (& word of mouth)
Source Wiiter (# any) Prodiuction Company Cast and maybe Producer Rights Holders - for each follows (in curent approx order | Fiim crtics. Influencing
Producer Talent Agenis / Manager | Producer (marketing and sefing the termitory in the world. (Some | of value, but iiely {0 change:) consumers (formal, and also
Talent Agent Director and cast (as Cameraman unsold distibution rights distributors only buy a DVD and VHS sales | rental informal via intemet and
Talent Manager part of package) Crew Iicenses lo the compieted portion of rights for that Pay TV (salelite and cable) bulkelin boaras)
De Ex Naiional Broadcaster Ecior ana staff fim; and recening sales temtory, or buy them allana | Cinema (a.k.a. Exnibitor)
Direcor (25 part of package National Distrioutor Financiers (in general) commission and sales Iicense some (o third Free TV (PSB of Adveriising) Note: This s usually the first
and collaborating with writer) National | subsidy CGI/ Special effects ) paries for Video ©n Demand (VOD) time ihe fim or spin off
Players Seript Editor finance Writer the temtory rights Oniine download (rent or own) | - Secondary product is seen by
Development Financier Intemational pre-sales Completion Bond Cofection agencies (acvance), pay for prints. (Noe that windows are mainly |~ the end consumer, and where
(organisations (via sales agent) Line Producer (gathering relevant and adverlising (p&a), and controlled and negoiated by its rue value can be assessed
e The development siage ofien The Wiiter Produetion Company stafl inlemational revenues and | then keep: proportion of Ine national aistributor, not the | and realised — afler many years
fasts longer than other siages. | Equity financiers (cash- | Siudio location retuming itto the financiers, | exploitation revenues fo producer). and many millons of pounds
(isted in and is hgh risk. A report in flowng pre-sales of gap) | Support services fora fee) recoup ihose costs. The have aiready been spent on
approx order 2007 found that only 18% of Co-prodn funds / prods Post Production and disiributor in each territory Physical distribution services creating fhe product. Note:
of creative films developed in the UK Exec/ Assoc Producers | Facilties Thisis the selling of the then controls the marketing | (reducing. 1o be replaced by Hawever US studios often use
power and reach proguction. The money fs | Tax Break Financers PoSt production Supenvisor | completed fim, and he and release of fim, nol he aigital storage and ransfer test screenings, prior 10 the end
influence) re-paid on irst day of shootout |~ (where relevant) Film Labs (reducing) deliveringof tio those who | producer. Inthe US studio management). of post production
 production finance, ana Completion Bona Insurance nave pre.bought i system local national
funders do not usually share insurance: (Note: Director. financiers international Fim Markets distributors are often Library Rights (see box above). | Recoupment comidor: The
much in the final revenue: and producers are and Festvals (Cannes, oumed by the studio, and ‘money handed over by the
The most complex stage | sometimes all nvolvedin AFM, Venice, Beriin, MIP, markeling control retained) | Exploitation of “Spin-of” consumer for a cinema ticke,
Some development funding is | of e process, where final edit sign off) Sundance) provide ucts DVD purchase, or onii
p plationms and sales “Spin OfT* seconaary merchandising: toys, computer | download, s then Subject (o
bodies. especially In Europe. have fobe made tosay | This s the process of opportunites for sales products / merchandising: games: book f screenplay. revenue shares. marketing cost
“yes® smultaneously. aciually making the fim agents. offer companies somefimes | soundtrack (CD or downioad). deductions, and commissions
“This period includes There is some reduction of acquire these rights, the These may involve various as it passes back hrough the
“saft pre-production”. costs due (o digiisation of production of which may proft shares, chain fo the financlers and
recces & casling entire production and post have their own value chain producer.
Marketing Marketing Marketing I
Support
Seriices Studios with permanent marketing staff may PR during shoot for early Marketing creates sales Marketing for each temttory and for each explotation avenue. | Some US studios carry
employ marketing techniques and feedback at marketing, and creale a info for use at Usually distributor driven. Separ i [
the development stage of the process. However resenve of piclures. intemational markets cinema / ehain as 3 leisure destnation. Separale retail fesearch during the
(nired n for most Indies and European companies Usually 6o Preview screenings (7) and rade papers. Word marketing for DVD siores release, aimed at testing
inde not of mouth behavigur and response.
proguction,
but oftenin- -
house for
studios)
Lawyers and and C: (wrorks stage
Potentially higher risk investment, long period to return > ially lower risk closer to consumer

Y8919, N Re-Defining the Independent Film Value Chain, a8 Bloore, P., 2009,
UK Film Council
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