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Thesis Title JAPANESE INFLUENCE ON CHINA’S CHANGING
HISTORY FROM THE FIRST SINO-JAPANESE WAR
(1894) TO THE MAY FOURTH MOVEMENT (1919)

Author Mr. Methee Kiatkongkajorn
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Department/Faculty/University Chinese Culture Studies

Liberal Arts

Thammasat University

Thesis Advisor Assistance Professor SiriwanWorrachaiyut, Ph.D.
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ABSTRACT

Japan’s influence on Chinese social change from feudalism to modern
society was studied from the First Sino-Japanese War in 1894 to the May Fourth
Movement in 1919. In addition to the direct effect of Western societal modernity,
Japan may have been a key indirect source for concepts of Western political
philosophy in China.Data was obtained from Chinese historical documents. In earlier
epochs, China received much knowledge from Japan, including Western modernity and
political philosophy.

Before the First Sino-Japanese War, the Self-Strengthening Movement from
around 1861 to 1895 consisted of institutional reforms begun in China during the late
Qing dynasty after military defeats and concessions to foreign powers.Chinese’s response
to the Meiji Restoration in 1868, and the Hundred Days’ Reform, a failed 103-day
national, cultural, political, and educational reform movement in 1898, were other
influential events. After the First Sino-Japanese War, the Xinhai Revolution, also known
as the Revolution of 1911, which overthrew China’s last imperial dynasty and
established the Republic of China (ROC), and the May Fourth Movement, an anti-
imperialist, cultural, and political movement developing from student protests in

Beijing in 1919, were critical developments. Many influential movement leaders were
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educated in Japan, which helped spread Japanese understanding of Western political
philosophy through China.

Results were that Chinese society experienced an ongoing impact of this
communication through Japan of concepts of modernity and Western political

philosophy.

Keywords: First Sino-Japanese War, Revolution of 1911, Xinhai Revolution, May Fourth

Movement.
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