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Thesis Title “CHALERMTRIPHOP: THE STUDY OF CONCEPTS
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Degree Master of Arts
Major Field/Faculty/University Thai
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ABSTRACT

Chalermtriphop (ladulasaw; A Celebration of the Three Worlds), a
Central Thai collection of seven myths was studied. Author, story, narrative
development, origin of myth, concept, and literary technique were analyzed.

Results were that authors and narrative development conformed in 20
volumes which may be classified into anonymous efforts dating back as far as the
Ayutthaya Kingdom (1351 to 1767); writings attributed to Phrayaratchapakdi (Chang)
from the reign of King Rama V (King Chulalongkorn), from 1868 to 1910; and
astrological texts attributed to a group of authors from after 500 B.E. Narratives
included myths about eclipses, the creation and human origins, navagraha (nine
planets) in Vedic astrology, the body of Rahu, one of the nine planets in Vedic
astrology; rain; meteorites and four clans of horses; and the sacrifice of
Chaokrungphali, a ghost devil living Patala loka (lowest realm in Hindu philosophy).
Eclipses, the creation and human origins, navagraha (nine planets) in Vedic astrology,
and the body of Rahu appear in all versions with earthly origins and evolution as
basic subjects. These myths originate from Bhramist and Buddhist texts as well as
Thai folklore, with concepts involving the deity, cosmos, and life. Literary techniques

include the introduction of Buddhism and Bhramism, narrative tales, and achieving
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Buddhist wisdom through metaphor. These texts reveal the thought patterns of
ancient peoples, blending alternate myths and religious beliefs to harmonize with

Thai societal goals based on unified respect for, and realization of, religious belief.

Keywords: Chalermtriphop, Central Thai literature, Myth.
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1
A tradition or legendary story, usually concerning some superhuman being or some alleged person or event, with

or without determiniable basis of fact or a natural explanation, esp. a tradition or legendary story that is concerned with deities and

demigods and the creation of the world and its habitants.
2
Myth narrates a sacred historyy ; it relates an event that took place in primordial time, the fabled time of the

“« . . ”
beginnings ™.
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Theism may be defined as belief in one God, the Creator, who is infinite, self-existent,

incorporeal, eternal, immutable, impassible, simple, perfect, omniscient, and omnipotent.
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The source of the soul-seed which contains within it the essence of the entire cosmos.
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PURUSHA. “Man.” I. The original eternal man, the supreme Being, and soul of the universe

2. A name of Brahma.
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Krsna says in the Bhagavadgita (8.39) : “Whatever is the seed of all beings, | am that, O

Arjuna. There is no being either animate or inanimate which can exist without me.
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Such veneration, respect, and acceptance of the presence of God in nature is required of

Hindus in order to maintain and protect the natural harmonious relationship between human beings and

nature.
2 )
In the Manusmirti, the laws of Manu, a warning is given: “A person who kills an animal for

meat will die of a violent death as many times as there are hairs of that killed animal”
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“The wicked person who kills animals which are protected has to live in hellfire for the

days equal to the number of hairs on the body of that animal”
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All the denizens of Brahmaloka are free from sensual desires. Here there is no woman. But

developing jhanas on earth, the woman can be born in the first material world Brahmaparisajja.
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He is described also as one of the five causes of lack of rain (vassassa antaraya).

Sometimes he gathers water into his hands and spills it into the ocean. As a result, the rain is stopped. The
Dighanikaya Commentary says that when Rahu steps into the ocean, the waters of even the deepest part

reach only up to his knees.
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