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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at studying memory of “October the 6th, 1976” in Thai
novels written after the political turmoil of 2010. Cultural memory is applied as
theoretical framework of the thesis. It is found that the novels employ October the
6th, 1976 events in crafting the texts with special reference to the spectacle of
violence, the military crackdown, joining the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) in
the jungle, ideological conflicts, and unvoiced history. The novels revise,
reconstruct, and mediate the memory through various devices: memory tracing and
recording, intertwining of diverse memory, and re-enactment. The goal of the
unearthed memory of October the 6th, 1976 is to subvert official memory or
mainstream history omitting brutality sponsored by the state as such political
violence leaves its marks over generations. The interplay between the memory of
October the 6th, 1976 and Thailand’s context after the political crisis of 2010 is
actualized through ambiguity of the events, class politics and ideological
encounters, and memory manipulation. The research implies the role of literature
as medium of memory. By literary texts, memory of October the 6th, 1976 can be

recorded and transmitted; the memory can also negotiate with different narratives
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of both October the 6th, 1976 and the socio-political crisis of 2010 which are still

controversial within contemporary society.

Keywords: Thai novels, October the 6th 1976, Thai politics of 2010, cultural memory
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NART (reproduction) (Misztal, 2003, pp. 79-80)

Tunilsdo Memory in Culture 8an3n wasa (Erll, 2011, pp. 160-161)
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AU viierumsasuaynsanlussiudnu (social foreetting) LilonanBsUseiiiu
wanil wesaiuindesfiansanluifegudnual laildanumneaiud wsznisdilaly
Anuvunglaldlyannnistionuanuninelaenss wiluiiansannisyhanudagldnualvesiu
(Erll, 2011)

uenntuuds Seflanniuianduaunasdinuanniuissuuaruiuaredin
Tugtuuusineg aunaneduninamsssives “wmnia” dunsueamsfnwaunsssisani
1519719329 LAANMSANY I IruIne T UseiReansanuAn¥Ives Yues ues
(Pierre Nora) viaiamusssufnwainyuseswosetlant sasiuil (Aleida Assmann) Usgifiud
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