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ABSTRACT

The objective of the study on “Stray Dog Carers: World of Meanings and
Everyday Life Experiences” is to study on perspective and life experience of people
who adopt and raise stray dogs at their houses. This work is a qualitative research work
that uses in-depth interviews and participatory observation as means to collect data.

The case studies are 7 people who raise stray dogs at their houses.

The key findings from this study are that the beginning point for the
studied people to adopt stray dogs to their houses is the situation that they call the
situation of “necessity”. They are aware that stray dogs deserve help because they
are facing with difficult or dangerous situations. In addition, such dogs are puppies and
cannot help themselves. Such awareness is linked to emotion and feeling of sympathy,
and lead to the situation of provision of help to the following dogs, which is related
to the assessment of the situation of success of the assistance to the first stray dog
that make these people believe that they can help stray dogs survive and have better
lives. In addition, there is a belief that to assist stray dogs is a type of merit making,
and another essential condition is the support from family that allows these people
to continuously adopt stray dogs although they have been aware of some negative

perspectives from outsiders.
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To adopt and raise stray dogs at home has changed the world and daily
life of the owners of stray dogs. Households have to be re-organized for the living of
dogs and owners have to allocate time to feed the dogs, take the dogs to excrete, to
clean the dog and the house, and to take the dogs to veterinarians to get vaccinated
or as appointed. All these activities require energy, time and budget, especially budget.
Some of the studied cases are facing with financial problems because most of them
have small means and some of them have unstable income. In addition, some of the
studied cases are facing with problems of conflict with neighbors because they raise

dogs.

Daily life experience makes stray dogs adopters view the stray dogs to
be more than pets. The dogs are treated like members of their families. Thus, they
want to do their best raising the dogs, in terms of feed, living, sleeping and overall
health. They try to give to their dogs life experience better than the experience the

dog have had when they were stray dogs.

Keywords: Stray Dogs, Dog Carers, Life Experience, Helping behavior.
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