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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were to study 1) characteristics of robe color
in Buddhist scriptures from earlier Buddhist eras to the present; and - 2) Theravada
Sangha robe color in Thailand; as well as - 3) to analyze Theravada Sangha robe
color in Thailand by documentary research.

Results were that the color used to characterize robes of the Buddha
and his disciples during his life time in Buddhist scriptures was Ratta, a shade of red
color likened by the Victorian Pali language scholar Thomas William Rhys Davids to
Crimson, #99000 on the Pantone Matching System (PMS). By contrast, the robe worn
in contemporary Buddhist commentaries was characterized as Singi Gold color. The
color of monk robes in later eras internationally, including in Thailand, is described as
yellow and red. Evidence found in ancient documents and frescoes of different eras,
mostly painted by monks, depict robes of the Buddha and his disciples in yellow and
red. These robe colors follow the Vinaya, the division of the Buddhist canon
(Tripitaka) containing rules and procedures governing the Buddhist monastic
community, or Sangha.

Later, red robes gradually disappeared from Siam due to a pioneering law
enacted by King Rama | prohibiting monks from wearing red robes. These were,

completely eliminated by the Sangha Administration Act of R.E. 121 in B.E. 2445

Ref. code: 25646206031624JBO



(4)

(1902). Red robes no longer evoked monkhood in Theravada Buddhism, with only
the different robe colors of the Maha Nikdya and Dhammayuttika Nikaya monastic
orders being a matter of dispute. For this reason, His Majesty King Rama IX granted
Royal Color robes to monks who were invited to perform royal merit-making
ceremonies on different occasions in the interest of uniformity. In 2014, the
Dhammayuttika Nikaya order to change robe colors to the Royal Color caused
widespread surprise. Therefore, current robe color of the Theravada Sangha in

Thailand signifies more than merely Buddhist monkhood.

Keywords : Buddhism, Robe colours, Theravada Sangha
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Flaveruasune (Gold alloy Color)

Gold Alloy Colors
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: 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 20
Silver S Copper

(Ag) (Cu)
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AavzAusITY - MINAANNTENNGT Chakhil-i-Ghoundi Stupa (Hadda)

V8498, 31N https://en.wiki pedia.org/wiki/Chakhil-i-Ghoundi_Stupa

awAnsnssushwilsaiofussvgands wuiidusisunfiey (Bamiyan) n1elui
fnmaReaiunseymsidn fenainndusswianssud 59 ndsesandnay Wolasey
shemedadudulasseuiiesdnsdulasnseunviselsy (European Synchrothron Radiation
Facility : ESRF) wuan WAt UaIN ALY (MGR Online, 2551) Inerdunmmszynsian

a = = ¥
NINATDIVITELLAINTDEULA

2NN 9

Bamiyan cave paintings: ﬂ?WWS&/WyWﬁA@y?F)’ié?ﬁ?iﬁﬁll

VIIE4YI8. 31N https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna24261371
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Qizil caves painting : 1INTITha NG
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Kumtura caves painting : WseWsi31A599335378781

V8498, 37N http://www.chinaheritag equarterly.org/editorial.hp?issue=003
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Mogao caves painting : W’;‘zi{}VWﬁLﬁl’)ﬂiadﬁ'?iﬁLm\?

Y8498, N https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/culture/2017-05/08/content_ 2924
9050 3.htm
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1) ddeuainmimiesnldl (@wfiegldiu) Wy viu Curcuma longa L.
(Turmeric), ¥® Morinda citrifolia L. (Al or suraniji), AuduAuLuAeas (Indian madder)
Rubia cordifolia L., Ratanjot root %58 Alkanna (Amebia nobilis Rachingar) (Kharbade
and Agrawal. 1988, p. 4) 81U Morinda umbellata L., 1A3834%11 Toddalia asiatica (L.)
Lam. (Siva, 2007, p. 920.) 91 Alpinia galanga Willd, n1ILAT8WAY Butea superba Roxb.
(Gokhale, Tatiya, Bakliwal and Fursule. 2004, p. 229) Hudu (‘Uﬁyu, 99, DULALLUALADST
(Indian madder), 519711 9% 3 (Ratan Jot root), #aE1U, LATBIW, T1 NITATOUAI)

2) Whéenandulsl @Enuilold) wu WANIYY Artocarpus integrifolia L. (Jack-
wood), ALdunLnu Acacia catechu Wild. (Bengal catechu), #19 Caesalpinia sappan
L.(Sappan wood) (Gokhale, Tatiya, Bakliwal and Fursule. 2004, p. 229) Wiy Coscinium
fenestratum (Gaertn.) Colebr., uun3 Peltophorum pterocarpum (DC.) K.Heyne. (Siva,
2007, p. 920.) mﬂé;']m%j’m Adenanthera pavonina Linn. (Gokhale, Tatiya, Bakliwal and
Fursule. 2004, p. 229) iudu (uiuvyy, Bdeauny, ds, Wi, wuvd, uznd1andn)

3) Wdfouanidenls wWu viufin (@aulUdenveswa) Punica grannatum L.
(Pomegrannate), (Kharbade and Agrawal. 1988, p. 4) nszfiumsA Acacia dealbata Link,
@zl Azadirachta indica a. Juss., Lgmmaﬂsu’n Bauhinia variegate L., #19ile8 Dipterocarpus

turbinatus Gaertn, Wna Mimusops elengi L. (Siva, 2007, p. 920) nsgiuind Acacia
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nilotica (Linn). (Gokhale, Tatiya, Bakliwal and Fursule. 2004, p. 229) \Uu@u (1Wden
PUNY, NTLOUMTIA, FLLAN, L?:EJ’JG]’E)ﬂ‘U’]’J, g19UAY WA NSEaUNA)

1) Yrdfouannlulsl Wy &n Tectona grandis L.f., fitle Urtica dioica L. (nettles),
w@lem Adathoda vasica Nees., (Siva, 2007, p. 920) Lﬁa‘u?ﬁ Lawsonia alba Lam. (Mehandi
or henna), (Kharbade and Agrawal.1988, p. 4) uzeuia Ailanthus triphysa (Dennst.)
Alston, Temgn1 Bauhinia tomentosa L. (Siva, 2007, p. 920) Judu @n, adlen, Lﬁ‘auﬁl\‘i,
uzeuv lonznn)

5) Wrdfouanaenlsl wWu we WSy Crocus sativus L. (Saffron), aendnes
Carthamus tinctorius L. (Safflower), a9ny831n117 Butea frondosa Roxb. (Palas), aaned
1ou Cedrela toona Rox. (Toon). (Kharbade and Agrawal, 1988, p. 4) ABNASDYNDY
Solidago grandis DC. (Golden rod), A9nA12L504 tagetes sp. (Marigold), aansnLs Dahlia
sp. (Dahlia), é’amum Barleria prionitis L., A9nd1U1 Michelia champaca L. (Siva, 2007,
p. 920) AONAAINDY Althaea rosea Cav., (Gokhale, Tatiya, Bakliwal and Fursule. 2004,
p. 229) AnYU1 Hibiscus rosa sinensis Linn. (Singh and Mathur, 2012, p. 116) Wudu
(mﬁm%’u, ADNANEDY, ADANDININ, ABNIUNDY, ADNATDENBY, ABNATILTDY, ABNTNLS,
29MUnY, NI, ABNIRTNBY, ABNYU)

6) tifauanualsl Wy Uzgu Aegle marmelos (L) Corr., 4¢WaU Diospyros
embryopteris Pers., ALEn (lén) Bixa orellena L.(Annota), wm%’au (a) Gardenia
jasminoides J.Ellis, (Siva, 2007, p. 920) auslng Terminalia chebula Retz. (Myrobalans),
(Kharbade and Agrawal, 1988, p. 4) uzn1efn Mallotus philippensis (Lam.) Mull.Arg.
(Kamala tree), (Siva, 2007, p. 920) yy1utan Emblica officinalis Gaertn (Ambra) (Singh
and Mathur, 2012, p. 116) «Jusiu (uzay, uendy, wanduan, auelve, uznadn,
nzvutow)

a o v a

A feunnsssumpudavadawant werhundouasiidnvazvedildunnsig
fu sealunssaurdeunasalunssandu feil

1) waduns l¥anirdenvenonsumen Cedrela toona Roxb., (Toon) aen
Aeloy Carthamus tinctorius L., (Safflower) Audutfauwuniaas (Indian madder) Arnebia
nobilis Rachingar-Ratan Jot root, Rubia cordifolia L., ¥® Morinda citrifolia L., (Al or
suranji) 619 Caesalpinia sappan L., (Sappan wood) Wity Coscinium fenestratum (Gaertn.)

Colebr., uzn1uAn Mallotus philippensis (Lam.) Mull.Arg., (Kamala tree) gti1u Morinda

umbellata L., 42na191919 Adenanthera pavonina Linn., nanansneg Althaea rosea Cav.,
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. . . . < t% ) I3
AONTUT Hibiscus rosa sinensis Linn., tUunu (Aongumey, aonAkee, 31911 38 3% (Ratan
Jot root), duUenuAABs (Indian madder), &8, {19, WAL, ULNBAR, BBEIU, ULNAIAIYS,

ﬂ@ﬂﬁm5ﬂ@ﬂ, ADNTUT “181)

ﬂ']‘Wﬁ 42

Alnuumv (red color names)

RED COLOR NAMES

RED SALMC SCARLET BARN RED
#D30000 FAB072 #FF2400 #7C0A02

INDIAN RED CHILI
#CD5C5C #C21807

REDWOOD CANDY APPLE
#FFOB00

#AA5A52

PERSIAN U.S. FLA CARMINE
#CA3433 #960019

CRIMSON
#B8OFOA

Y8498, 31N https://digitalsynopsis.com/design/color-namesl

2) wedmdes, ddu ldanthdenves vflu Curcuma longa L., (Turmeric)
mﬂ’w\l%bu Crocus sativus L., (Saffron) aanAnday Carthamus tinctorius L., (Safflower) aan
19910217 Butea frondosa Roxb., (Palas) Lm'uwu Artocarpus integrifolia L., (Jack-wood)
MUY (@1uUdonveINa) Punica grannatum L., (Pomegrannate) (fieuda Lawsonia alba
Lam., (Mehandi or henna) ailen Adathoda vasica Nees., AR (Waenveswa) Aegle
marmelos (L.) Corr., é’ﬂmumg Barleria prionitis L., lenenn Bauhinia tomentosa L., Lgm
MBNY17 Bauhinia variegate L., mand1U1 Michelia champaca L., 3031 Toddalia
asiatica (L) Lam., n3#iuna Acacia nilotica (Linn.), 91 Alpinia galanga Willd., AMW&R
(.wdn) Bixa orellena L., (Annatta) wm%’au (&) Gardenia jasminoides J. Ellis, WHudu (?J:ﬁyu,
mﬁm%’u, AaNAHBY, ABNNBINITI, wAuYYY, LWieniuiy, Weouds, @i, wWaenueay,

ganuny, lenenl, @Inenvny, aend1un, wseguil, nTstiume, 90, WAAAILER “18Y)
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Flninaes (yellow color names)

YELLOW COLOR NAMES

Y

n%'ﬁ'ﬁ%vo #FBDETE #FFDSCD #FADASE
TUSCANY LEMON BUMBLEBEE

HFCF4A3 H#FCD12A HEFFDSF

CREA UNA
ﬂFFFDDD #FFESB4 #F8E473 F

#4bos VA% | ABSEEEa

CRE EPIA
#CEB180 E3B778

VIE49I8. AN https://graf1x.com/list-of-colors-with-color-names/

A 44

Flnuas (orange color names)

ORANGE COLOR NAMES

ORANGE
#FC6600

TANGERINE
HCF9812A

APRICOT BRONZE ER
#EF820D HBSGTZB

CLAY RUST SPICE
#813FOB #8B4000 #793802

WEL9I8. AN https.//graf 1x.com/list-of-colors-with-color-names/

3) Wwaduinia hanudeuves dwdenlAu Acacia catechu Wild., (Bengal

catechu) a@uelvg Terminalia chebula Retz., (Myrobalans) nszfiuaised Acacia dealbata

Ref. code: 25646206031624JBO
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Link, @2tA1 Azadirachta indica a. Juss., dgWau Diospyros embryopteris Pers., 87409
Dipterocarpus turbinatus Gaertn., Wina Mimusops elengi L., UUN3 Peltophorum
pterocarpum (DC.) K.Heyne., \usu @doauny, auslne, nssdumsen, @sinl, Neway,

g1auag, WNa, Wun3 “a)

ﬂ’lWﬁ 45

A998 (brown color manes)

BROWN COLOR NAMES

BROWN CEDAR CINNAMON BRUNETTE
#7C4700 #4B3A26 #622A0F #3A1F04

MOCHA TORTILLA CHOCOLATE
#2B1700

UMBER
#3B270C #362312 #997950

GINGERBREAD  CARAMEL WALNUT

SYRUP
#492000 #5C2C06 #613613 #43270F

WOOD
#402F1D

TAWNY COFFEE
#7E481C #4B3619

WE98). AN https://graf1x.com/list-of-colors-with-color-names/

ANNRANANYRIElaanndousssumAinandadevateusenis wu Ay

' =~ Y v 3 v =t % a a 1 a Y oA
wngeunsannuiutuvesdndey, nantdlunisdey, a1sied (mordant),” wlnvedinnie
duleidunden saonaudsianiilussiuszneulunisdon mewmeiidasiildainnisdeusae

PFoUNUIINTTIUWF Failvaeiand aeaziulaannsasgna
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v a

1 P Vo a v v a0 v Y v Ay v a v v P
ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂ?nEJIVﬁWﬂﬂUﬁQ‘V]?J@EJIUﬂ'ﬁEJSQJﬁ LYU ﬂ'ﬁ?.l@llNW@'JEJ?{?J@?,JN']U'N‘Uu@maxﬂflfﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂL‘ﬁu
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A 46

F0n1dpunlvaIsand (mordant) kennN 1N

TURMERIC

Sodium Sodium
gl Bicarbonate s Hydroxide e Color Chart
Natural Dyestuffs

Magnetic Stirring  Magnetic Stirring  Magnetic Stirring Magnetic Stirring Ultrasound

ACAI BERRY

N
Sodium

Bicarbonate Urea Hydroxide Water Color Chart

Magnetic Stiring  Magnetic Stiring  Magnetic Stirring ~ Magnetic Stirring Ultrasound Natural Dyestuffs

. COFFEE

Sodium Sodium
Wate Bicarbonate tiea Hydroxide hyater Color Chart

Magnetic Stirring  Magnetic Stiring ~ Magnetic Stirring
... . ONION

Sodium Sodium
Yare Bicarbonate toe Hydroxide Veatey Color Chart
Natural Dyestuffs

Magnetic Stirring  Magnetic Stiring  Magnetic Stirring ~ Magnetic Stirring

Magnetic Stirring Ultrasound Natural Dyestuffs

Ultrasound

Water Sodium Urea Sodium

Bicarbonate Hydroxide Waten Color Chart
Magnetic Stirring  Magnetic Stirring ~ Magnetic Stirring ~ Magnetic Stirring Ultrasound Natural Dyestuffs

HIBISCUS

l.. . ANNATTO
Sodium Sodium

e Bicarbonate Hiea Hydroxide Water Color Chart

Magnetic Stirring  Magnetic Stiring  Magnetic Stirring ~ Magnetic Stirring Ultrasound Natural Dyestuffs

178499, 9N “Natural dyes in the design of textile: how to make them more
competitive face to synthetic dyes,” lne Teresa Campos Viana, Caroline Salvan Pagnan

and Eliane Ayres, 2015, Journal of the International Color Association, 14, p. 25.
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