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ABSTRACT

Thap Lan National Park is the second largest national park in Thailand, with
an area of about 1.40 million rai, encompassing Bu Phram subdistrict, Na Di District,
Prachin Buri; Pak Thong Chai District, Wang Nam Khiao District, Khon Buri District, Soeng
Sang District in Nakhon Ratchasima Province; and Pakham District in Buriram Province.
Previously, it contained the last palm forests in Thailand. It was deemed by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) a World Heritage
Site of outstanding universal value to cultural or natural heritage. The status of
Thap Lan Forest Park was upgraded to national park in 1981. Later, with expansion of
agricultural areas, residents seeking land for farming and homes invaded Thap Lan
National Park, whose boundaries are ill-defined. Government agencies as well as the
public and private sectors exploit the site, including undocumented residents from
before Thap Lan National Park was proclaimed, lacking any evidence of legitimate

rights. Disputes have ensued between government agencies and residents, with efforts
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to resolve issues by legal policy instruments, cabinet resolutions, and committees to
study reform of national park laws. No definitive solution has been produced, and
government policy has been rejected. Government agencies supervising the region use
atypical legal powers, confusing the public and making it impossible for stakeholders
to achieve the stated objectives of legal enforcement.

To prose the efficient solution, it is necessary to study the source of
problems and regional history. Results are that Thap Lan National Park was assigned
as a responsibility of different overlapping agency control. For example, in 1963,
a permanent forest area was announced; from 1966 to 1973, a national Wang Nam
Khiao Forest reserve was declared; Khon Buri Forest was named in 1975; Prachin Buri
Province Land Reform Area was announced in 1978 and the Nakhon Ratchasima Land
Reform Area covering the entire administrative region; and in 1981, a royal decree
designated the forest as Thap Lan National Park overlapping in that territory.

In 2000, related agencies have tried to jointly solve the resulting impact
on occupants of the land by surveying and clarifying boundaries of Thap Lan National
Park to meet current local conditions. No law resulted to improve Thap Lan National
Park boundaries due to lack of approval by the National Park Board. Therefore, state
land issues in Thap Lan National Park may be divided into these overlapping land
problems:

1) Problems of overlapping land of government agendies and government agencies

2) The problem of overlapping state land and people's land

The purpose of this study was to study the problem of land overlap in
Thap Lan National Park to evaluate possibilities for formulating legal provisions to solve
the problem of park overlapping with government land and to study approaches to
resolving conflicts between government agencies. Data was drawn from the history of
problems arising from the overlapping of government land in Thap Lan National Park,

state action to solve problems and legal strategies for resolving related issues as well
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as suggested corrections by clearly established land boundaries, based on actual
current site conditions as accepted by government and residential stakeholders.
Natural resources and forest residents should be taken into account to achieve an

equilibrium between natural resource and environmental fairness and sustainability.

Keywords: Thap Lan National Park, Illegal encroachments, Park boundaries
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3.1.8 wananuladadau (Proportionality)
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